Hank Brucke

Boat

Follow g Ceos

Dute T-12-25

The big winners of the Ocean City Tuna Tournament were the crew of the “Following Seas”, from Palm Beach, FL. This
230 Ibs. bigeye tuna, brought in by angler Hank Brucker, won the Single Heaviest Category, awarding the crew
$411,335. The crew was fishing with Captain Charlie Vanderbeck and mate Mike Ajamin. This monster Bigeye was
caught at 100 fathoms and in 76 degree waters,
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Away from the tournament there was some very good flounder fishing. None was bigger than the 32” doormat caught by Tracey
Drocella who was fishing with her husband Steve at the OC Elementary Reef. The big flattie weighed an even 10 Ibs. at Bahia Mari-
na. Tracey and Steve were fishing on their boat the “MAKO MADNESS”.
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When ya strap on the 50th Edition
I shirt it’s sure fo give you the upper
hand against your fishing rivals!

You'll have instant swagger when
you 're strutfin® down the docks!
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OCMD local Hugh Thomas Cropper and Elliot Bennet (York, PA) brought in this load of flounder and a Spanish mackerel using cut
spot at great gull.

Let Us Help You ENJOY & AFFORD Your Fishing Experience!

INSHORE - OFFSHORE : BACK BAY
CRABBING SUPPLIES

HUGE SELECTION OF (@v1/2¥
— ROD REPAIR & LINE SPOOLING — |

I'I'l

!
Joseph Cosgrove reeled in his first cobia this past week, which ended
up being a nice 60+ pounder. Joseph caught this fish while fishing on a

private boat 35 mile offshore with his friends Sean and Rob. Nice catch
Joseph!
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8-year-old Brynlee McCleary from Fawn Grove, PA caught her
tirst flounder while fishing behind Harbour Island using berkeley

Silas Naecker brought it aboard after a successful trip to the eulp white swimming minnow. Well done Brynlee!

Washington Canyon.

= DIEHARD MARINE & RV BATTERIES IN STOCK!

__
| CARQUEST
| \ |

AUTO PARTS

4 \}\_‘w\% _
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Full Line of “TOP BRAND" Clothing for Men & Women AU RTS
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i —

MARINESUPPLIE_SJ

Find us on
li Facebook @ @@ |
! L N

13 Atlantic Ave. on Rt. 26 « Ocean View, DE - 302.539.0555 - email: bethanyautoparts@gmail.com
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Hello and welcome
back to another week
of the offshore fishing
report. The beginning
of the week provided
the first real storm
system of the summer
with tropical depression
Chantal churning up
the ocean Monday and
Tuesday. Wednesday and
Thursday provided a
leftover swell but plenty
tishable conditions and
much lighter crowds
with many of the smaller
boats staying tied to the
dock. Fishing definitely
slowed down a little from
the pace held the last few
weeks but anglers still

Offshore Report -

~by.Joey Marowski

picked at a few tunas
both inshore and over
the edge in the canyons.

On  Thursday, while
exploring for the tuna
tournament we were
surprised to catch a
barracuda, one of several
of these wunusual fish
caught by boats this
weekend. The weekend
weather provided a
beautiful forecast for
all three days of the
38th Ocean City Tuna
Tournament, where 111
boats competed for a
total purse of $1,422,270.
Fridays scales were busy
with many stringers
coming to the dock but

—— KOHRCRABBINGSUPPLIESCOM ——

KSHR'S

OUTDOORS

YOUR ONE STOP SUPPLY SHOP

/ TROTLINES & KITS - ROPE & BUNGEE -
DIPNETS & HOOKS - BASKETS & LIDS - PROPSTICKS
INSHORE FISHING TACKLE - LIVE BAIT - SPICES
APPAREL & MUCH MORE!

35265 ATLANTIC AVE. - MILLVILLE, DE 3024705779

POTS & TRAPS

the main attraction was
the 216 pound bluefin
brought in by the team on
the Elizabeth Ann, which
would hold on to claim
2nd place heaviest fish
and a prize of $184,910.
Saturday  proved to
be just as exciting of
an evening over at the
fishing center with a
long line of boats waiting
their turn to hang their
catch on the scales. The
tournament winning 230
pound bigeye brought
in by the Following
Seas lit up the dock
Saturday night as well
as the award ceremony
on Sunday with a check
worth $411,335.

Saturday also provided
the first place for both
the dolphin and wahoo
categories with Hopper’s
27 pound mahi bringing
themin $55,200and Leslie
Ann’s 45 pound wahoo
bringing in $130,320
worth of rollover money.
First place stringer was
won by the team on the
Fly'n Fish who's two
day stringer weight of

GOASTAL? o

ICIAEDRERAY

www.coastalfisherman.net

408 pounds earned them
a check that weighed
$357,460. Other notable
catches include the
junior angler on board
the Something Simple
who caught a 175
pound bigeye to claim
both top junior angler
as well as third place
heaviest fish along with
a total of $63,000. A
congratulations also goes
out to the lady angler on
board the Amarula Sun
claiming the top prize of
$2,000 with her 46 pound
yellowfin.

Thank you to all of the
hardworking staff at
the Fishing Center and
Micky Fins, both behind
the scenes and on the
docks, for putting on a
wonderful event that
many people, including
myself, look forward to
every year. Outside of
the tournament, boats
to our south continue
to reinforce the fact that
Oregon Inlet is the tuna
capitol of the world as
boats are returning daily
with boxes full of tuna,
as well as mahi and
billfish releases. Quite
a few marlin were seen
this weekend in Ocean
City as well with many
chaffed leaders while

DAVE MESSICK » Publisher

SPENCER PAQUETTE » Editor

ANNA WILLIAMS » Co-Editor
|AN POSTLEY o Graphic Designer
MIKETYLER « Sales
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will switch from tunas

to billfish as J hooks
will be replaced with
circle hooks and anglers
prepare for the upcoming
schedule of tournaments.

As long as this season
seemed to take for its
arrival, it is hard to
believe that we are
now in the heart of the
summer. | encourage
anyone who may read
this to appreciate every
day you are able to spend
on the water with friends
and family as these days
are too often taken for
granted. The RoShamBo
team and I are headed
up to Atlantic City to
compete in the Jimmy
Johnson tournament as
charter boats at home
begin to chunk and
marlin fish.

* 7 Automatic FrErr_tfr:g Presses
* 3 Automatic Embroidery Machines
* 100,000 Promotional [tems

ULimaliiy
Erdarl

ELEXEIT:

LARGEST VOLUME PRINTER OM THE EASTERN SNORE

Our 504 employees thank you for considering
Hed Sun Custom for your printing needs.
Buying local makes a differcnce!

Call boday borsp
oOUU=JJ90=J10J
On the Maryland-Delaware line, Selbyville, DE

www.RedSunCustom.com

tedi Wil lnoar gualificd sales representatives

July 16, 2025 Coastal Fisherman Page 7

@YAMAHA

MASTER YAMAHA
TECHNICIAN ON STAFF

<

@ PURSUIT Fom24-45F

UNRELENTING PERFORMANCE rhar is BHIIT WITH !HEER.’T]‘ AND A REHHEHEHT BE I’HHB EHHPARE

C O/

PATH 1057

RHH Shallaw with a Big Boat Ride From 22-27 ﬂ

G&E)COBALT BOATS
Bmenence Extraordinary From 24 -35 ft.

R6 OUTBOARD REUU T BUARD!

52 CEMETAFEY RD., SELBYVILI E, DE = 302.436.1737

Visit us at RiiiadBoaitSales.net
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BEST ADVICE, CALL RICE™

YOU WIN FISHING =
TOURNAMENTS. |

WE WIN IN
COURTROOMS. »

Your Official Injury Lawyers™

s .
o 5 |
[=] e r

INJURED? SCAN
TO GET HELP.

o
RiceLawMD.com

(410) 583-6969 RANDOLPH RICE

@ricelawmd MANAGING ATTORNEY
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Jim Knepp Sr. from New Hope, PA caught this 28” Gator blue fish on a Green Machine while trolling at the Jack spot. Jim was fishing
on the “Reel Easy”.

15 Years of
Award-Winning
Training and

BLUEWATER _Cnnsulting,
ADVISORY |Viththousands

of Rising Leaders
Trained Nationally

Referred for:
» Leadership Development
» Organizational Lift

« Conflict Resolution

» Succession

- Family business and closely-held firm specialists
- Locally based with a national client base

- Thousands of rising leaders trained in Bluewater's
Award-Winning Leadership Rising Program 4
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Ally Jones, of Charlotte, NC, reeled in her first trigger fish! Ally
was fishing at the Fenwick Shoals and her bait was squid on a
double hook with a 3 oz. weight, no lure. Congratulations Ally!

For those who are willing, excellence is teachable. = %
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" Delaware's Larest & Affordablehart

Photo
Coming Soon!

MOON DOG MICHAELD REELIN & ROCKIN
60’ Custom Carolina 53’ John Yank 52' Custom Sportfish 52' Hatteras
Capt. Chris Ragni Capt. Bruce Coffiey 302-593-9372 Capt Andy Nowakowski Capt. Lyon Ellison
IN2.841-0398 Capt. Gary Martosella 215-681-5864 302-236-2263 443-454-5966

michaeldfishing.com

- '*‘:‘f‘?ﬁaﬂw

NO LIMIT

e __"- _-i-_.f;__ e =

"CAPT. IKE Il ~ JADE I

4?.?%?;;![5;:;!;:;5 41" John Morgan Sportfish 40’ Custom Carolina Express 40’ Jersey Cape
Capt. Jon Azato Capts. Steven, William Capt. Dave Collins Capt. Butch Brooks
302-345-0545 & Michael Matarese 443-497-3232 302-218-2776
JADEI. com

302-530-74619 captikeiicharters.com

fishnolimitde.com

ROOSTER

RUSTY REEL BETSEYANN WAR HORSE

: 35' Cobia 35" Carolina Classic Express 33" World Cat
36’ Topaz Sportfish Capt. Richard Parrett Capt. Damian Fuscellaro Capt: Jef'?erfscnaFDrt
Capt. Steve McGeehan 302-381-8535 302-299-0667 302-233-8981
717-476-4035 rackhardsportfishing.com warhorsesportfishing.com
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MAKAI GALE FORCE CHARTERS LIL' MISS ENE 65' HEADBOAT
28’ Sportsman 282 27" Maycraft 23’ Sea Cat 1/2 Day Fish ing
Capt. Larry Coyle Capt Aacen Hord Capt. Mike Baiocco 302-226-2214
302-463-3778 302-245-2836 484-843-3432 fishjudyv.com

makaicharters.com Rslsgulwtorce:com

SHEARTINEEY i s : DESTATEPARKS.COM  302-227-3071

YO DUTDDDR ADVENTRRE STARTE HERE
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FuII Service Facility

294 Wet and Transient Slips » Working Boat Yard « Slipholder Amenities
Indoor/Outdoor Dry Storage « Gas/Diesel Sales « Bait & Tackle

Monitoring Channels 16 & 9 « 12 Waterfront Cottages & Camping

Waterfront Dining / Boat Bar = Universal Electric Car Charging Station

- _[amilll:a] . ' oty

==t Feit-Techie -Frafoed

LEAD FARMER ELIZABETH ANN POLE DANCER QUICK DRAW

; 48’ Viking Express 48’ Viking 44" Super Sport
ﬂgasf T_Emdséj;:;ﬁ 5 Capt. Tom Healy Capt. Mike Martino Capt. Ken Fleetwood
P S5 g 703-919-0228 302-507-6825 302-668-6689

302-841-2020

quickdrawsportfishing.com
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el PRIME HOOK UNDAUNTED HOOKED UP
Eél o : ins a ”E anin 37" Sunny Briggs 37" Topaz Express 34’ Luhrs Convertible
Sag;_ 6;|;n 23; 5 Capt. Hank Draper Capt. Beau Fibelkorn Capt. Brian Ludwig
D4-654-16 410-603-4131 302-381-1113 410-984-6461
riversrun.net primehooksportfishing.com ~ skipjacksportfishinginc.com

sl
:43,_...
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SPORTY MISS DONNA AC'I'ION .IAcKSON CRAB CLAW ADVENTURES
33' Imemsa Panga 29" Aquasport SPORTF!S!'“HG 28’ Carolina Skiff

Capt. Dan lacangelo Capt. Joe Noble 35' Henriques Pilothouse Express Capt. Natalie O'Neill
854-287-1769 302-740-3731 Capt. Christopher Keller 302-2346-9746 302-260-4347
missdonnasportfishing.com actionjacksonsportfish.com crab-claws.com

58" HEADBOAT
Full Day Fishing -
302-226-2214 302-227-9507

g Bring a Lawn Chair! Popcorn & Hot Dogs
will be Available for Purchase

flydewey.com

Delaware Seashore State Park - 39415 Inlet Road Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 RS AR IV
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During an overnight trip in the Baltimore Canyon, Anglers Matt Rohler, Mike Rohler, Dilan Rohler, and Rylee Pryce caught these sev-
en yellowfin, 12 golden tile, and one mahi while fishing on their personal boat, the “Skidgette”.

| STATE WATERS ONLY |

BLACK SEA BASS BLUEFISH BLACK DRUM COBIA
13" minimum / 15 per person/day Mo minimum size 16" minirmum

May 15 - September 30 3 per day / 5 per day Charter 3 per parson/day

CROAKER RED DRUM
8" Minimum = 50 per person/per day 20-27" minimum SHEEPSHEAD SPEEEK"LrEgrLEnGUT
5 per person/day Mo limit Mo creel limit

— R,
= = "

71 - 8/31 in DE Bay 5
SUMMER FLOUNDER TAUTOG WEAKFISH
1 per person/day & it parcr iy 16" minimum 13" minimum

Catch & Release onl_‘,r from 141 -5/31 - 16" 4 per person/day 1/1-5/15 1 per person/day
4/1 - 5/31 on Spawning Grounds &/1-12/31-17.5" 4 per person/day 7/1 - 12/31

STRIPED BASS S
28-31" except 20-25" only from L

eregulations.com
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Capt. Chris Ortolani, of Rehoboth Beach, DE, and anglers Seth Ross,
of Ocean City, MD, and Alec Jennison, of Bethany Beach, DE, landed
three yellowfin tuna on a trip offshore. Their catches weighed in at 40
Ibs., 38 1bs., and 30 Ibs. They were caught on skirted Ballyhoo in the
Poorman’s Canyon. This crew was fishing on the “SirReel” out of In-
dian River, DE. (Photo taken at Hook’Em and Cook’Em Bait & Tackle.)

First flounder alert! 9-year-old Kristen Smith from East Peters-
burg, PA reeled this monster flounder using a night crawler in the
28th Street canal system.

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY with DEEP WATER BOAT SLIP & LIFT
12960 E HOPETOWN LANE UNIT A3 « MARSH HARBOUR e WEST OCEAN CITY

Sophistication & comfort in this immaculate 5 BR, 3.5 BA unit with 3,475 SF. Updated kitchen,
multiple decks, private deeded deep-water boat slip for up to a 36 ft boat with 10K lb. lift
(Slip #33). Oversized 2-car garage. Community amenities. Close to fishing marinas.
Enjoy coastal luxury living with low fees and no city taxes.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty BERKSH IRE

Mechelle Nichols

Luxury Collection Specialist e e HAT HAWAY

C 410.430.1575 O 410.524.7000 ‘(J LUXURY HOMESERVICES
mnichols@luxuryshoreliving.com s, - COLLECTION®

www.luxuryshoreliving.com PENFED REALTY

[B ©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates. LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered @
service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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This past week in Maryland,
the weather was anything
but pleasant. Strong storms
bearing lighting, high winds,
and heavy downpours
crashed in our skies most
evenings. The back bays
and streams leading into
the bays have become fast-
moving rivers dumping tons
of water into our back bays.
The Ocean City bay has a ton
more keeper flounder than in
past weeks, despite the 17.5-
inch minimum size limit.
Anglers still have to contend
with a bunch of throwbacks;
however are catching a few
tish to bring home for dinner.
“Fish Bound Charters” had
several trips last week with
limits of fluke, along with
being able to troll up blues
and Spanish mackerels.

Back Bays and Inlets

The back bays and inlets
are alive with fish. Many
anglers are reporting tons
of bites. Many of these fish
are undersized, however
provide anglers with tons
of opportunities, making
the day on the water full of

action. The holes near the
airport, as well as the main
channels, are the hot spots
of the week with the most
keeper flounder coming
from these locations. Due
to the amount of small fish,
anglers should use bigger
Gulp baits or live spot when
targeting keeper fish instead
of continuous action. The
inlet rocks are also showing
signs of a summer bite with
sheepshead and tog coming
off the rocks. “Back Bays

Adventures” had several
good trips last week,
delighting anglers with

large catches of flounder and
other bay fish. The groups
had several bites and fish
to target. Although a lot of
tish were undersized, they
provided a ton of action for
anglers. Craig Cropper took
out Jake from Freedom Baits
and caught several nice-
sized bluefish off the bridge.
Cory Glover fished the Rt. 50
bridge and stated he had so
many fish ready to bite his
offering, the famous Roy Rig.
Rich Fiore caught some nice
slot rockfish as well as a few

overslot ones this past week.
He states flounder have
been quick to bite, but most
are just undersized. John
Spence stated that despite
the smaller fish, he did find
a nice 22” one to invite back
for dinner. The “Bay Bee”
had several full trips last
week with a ton of tourists
in town. They report anglers
saw a ton of action with a
few keepers thrown in. For
many of these anglers, this
is their first opportunity to
try their hand at saltwater
tish. The “Miss Ocean City”
had a few days of lazy,
slow drifting fishin,g which
not only provided enough
action to delight anglers
but also made for a very
relaxing day complete with
wild horses and dolphins.
Captain Kellen of “Back Bay
Charters” reports he has
openings for you to enjoy
the day on your own private
bay charter. The Oceanic
Fishing Pier reports that
their biggest catch this past
week was a nice 21.5-inch
flounder.  Denise Arlene
Varga fished the 2nd st

www.coastalfisherman.net
bulkhead and landed a nice
fluke. Jackson Lewes caught
a nice 18-inch fluke from
the inlet rocks at sunset last
Thursday. Matt Hampton
reports he caught four fluke
on his first four drops in the
east Channel on an outgoing
tide the same night.

Nearshore Wrecks
and Reefs

The nearshore water got
pretty churned up this past
week with all the storms and
has just begun to clear up.
The water is dirty and full
of runoff sediment. Deeper
wrecks, such as the ones at
the Great Eastern Reef and
Jack’s Spot, are your best
locations for quality fish
and cleaner water. Both the
bass grounds and African
Queen are producing, but
with the dingy water, fresh
bait is producing Dbetter
than artificials. A few mahi
have been found near the
super buoy and on the bass
pots, but have not arrived
in any great numbers as of
yet. As the water clears in
the upcoming weeks and the
temps stay high, many more
of these pelagic fish should
move into the nearshore
waters. See this week’s guide
on how to effectively target
these fish. “Double Trouble

HOOK’EM & COOK'EM -7

OffFicial ngrwt Fc:r" FlSi"‘]ll’TQ I_|-:er15e=.'5

{ FULL SELECTION OF BAIT & TACKLE

FOR ALL YOUR FSHING NEEDS

é@?‘ﬁ'ﬁnmﬁ s ﬁgﬁ,‘,—’. @CWWM mmvmw P fi

TOP SHELF DEALER FOR SHIMANO, ,.:»)mam & I

T T

B~

LGCATI:[:J AT THE INDIAN RWVER MARINA

i :%" ";{//‘ﬁ’

HOOKEMCOOKEM.COM --

39401 INLET ROAD,

REHOBOTH, DE --

302.226.8220
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Charters” had several good

trips inshore for sea bass and
flounder. Matt Moran from
the “Ocean Princess” states
the fishing has been pretty
good for bass, flounder,
and especially triggerfish.
The “Morning Star” also
reports good catches of fish
on their 8-hour trips. The
“Miss Kathleen” delighted
anglers with tons of action
on their half and full day
trips, catching sea bass and
flounder.

Surf Fishing

Surf fishing is slow with a
ton of spot and kingfish in
the surf. Anglers are also
finding croaker in schools
that will pass through
from time to time, allowing
anglers a fast action time of
catches on almost every cast.
Caleb and Travis Wharton
used cut bait to catch their
big shark just south of the
shipwreck on the island,
and then caught another the
following night right at the
entrance to the OSV.

How To

This week, we will discuss
how to fish the bass pots for
mahi. When the mahi show
up on the pots, there are two
ways to target them. The
first is a method called pot
hopping. In this method,
you pull up near a bass pot
marker and toss a circle hook
tipped with squid or cut bait
near the pot and allow it to

i

sink, bringing up the fish for
a strike. Try to remain as
far away from the marker as
possible to not spook the fish.
As the day goes on, many of
these markers will have been
visited by numerous boats,
causing the fish to dive
deeper in the water column,
and a small sinker may be
needed to reach the depth of
the fish. The second method
is to troll small spoons,
chuggers, or Islamorada
Flying fish lures past the
post at around 5 mph. This
method works the best as
far as I'm concerned, as
many fish become weary of
baits being splashed into the
water as anglers cast to the
pots. By trolling, you present
the baits in a more natural
way, and this presentation
will attract more bites as
well as bigger fish, which
tend to move between pots.
Many of my bites have come
between pots in open water
that casters would never
try or see. Chuggers and
squid lures can be found
at most local tackle shops.
The flying fish lures can be
found online and, for some
reason, always seem to catch
the biggest fish. The mahi
will be all sizes, from very
small peanuts up to around
15 lbs. Be aware an HMS
permit is required to target
these pelagic fish and can be
purchased online.

Until next week,
Tight Lines and Fins Up

STORAGE

11556 OLD U.S.

CONTRACTOR

SMALL BUSINESS & RECREATIONAL STORAGE

1000-2000 SF Units InsuLAaTED 16" CEILINGS
12'x14" AutomaTic OVERHEAD Doors * HEAT & AC IN SOME UNITS

BOOK AND PAY ONLINE AT WWW.SHOWELLSTORAGE.COM * 410-205-5055
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OCMD local and 6-year-old Carter Nichols had a fun day out on the
water while looking for some fish to cook for dinner with his dad and
friends. Carter ended up reeling in five flounders and two sea bass.

101 Coastal Hwy. in Fenwick Island, DE 13344
302.539.7766

FENWICK ISLAND’S

PREMIER BAIT & TACKLE SHOP
— NOSALESTAX! —

' ) s

FOR ALL YOUR APPAREL NEEDS; CHECK OUT
OUR NEW SISTER STORE “FENWICK OUTFITTERS” RIGHT NEXT DOOR!
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MID-SUMMER
SALES EVENT

ONE WEEKEND. FOUR PREMIER DEALERS. ENDLESS DEALS.

JULY 18-20
HUDSON FIELDS (viLton, pE)

FRIDAY, JULY 18 - 10AM TO 6PM /
SATURDAY, JULY 19 - 10AM TO 6PM OVER 100 BOATS
SUNDAY, JULY 20 - 10AM TO 4PM ON DISPLAY

OVER 30 PwWL'’S
ON DISPLAY

PRESENTING DEALERS:

“ ]\lh[‘ CENTER )I“r ’DLANT’C e s
suaromoime soaesonsesn  WAMARINE Rt 113 Boat Sales ————
: —CENTER (302)436-1737 & serice - Short’s Marine

RSVP AT: DMTA.ORG
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With an SP Minnow in play, Brian Reynolds wrangled thls hefty 35” striper at the Route 50 Br1dge

s & Women's Fishing &Llfestyle Apparel

REVO /”J 6‘ GRUNDENS
G

100 GARFIELD PKWY STORE #6, BETHANY BEACH, DE

Email us: bethanybeach(@tackleupnet 3024703613
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Species OCEAN CITY | DELAWARE | Species OCEAN CITY | DELAWARE
Bluefish June22 May11 ||  Weakfish January 8
WS Sean Hitchens Ronin Jehl = Jim Hitchens
Ocean City Bay Fenwick Beach i > Roosevelt Inlet
9.65 Ibs. 10 Ibs 14 oz. 2.4 Ibs.
May 8 - June 8
Bi"y Mister Adam Messer & Robert Smack
Delaware Bay Poor Man's Canyon
64 |bs. 214 Ibs.
July 15 January 1 July 3
Raymond Young Kenny Schoen “Prime Hook™ Crew
Undisclosed Location Hambone Baltimore Canyon
63 Ibs. 442 Ibs. 206 Ibs.
June 4 June 25
Ryan Edgell Jeff Moraco
East Channel Ocean Structure
7.3 Ibs. 8.2 Ibs.
May 26 June 26
Eli Hasco Spring Mix Il Crew
Great Eastern Reef Vs~ Inshore (20 fathoms)
4.06 Ibs. S y 97.5 Ibs.
June 22 Dolphin ﬁ July 12
Charles Breon ; Charlie Came:,.r
Ocean City Bay Undisclosed Location
4.09 Ibs. 27 Ibs.
June 21
Gary Ward
Ocean City Bay
8.15 Ibs.
March 28 May 17 Blue Marlin
Kevin Twilley Eamonn Carey
Ocean Structure Indian River Inlet ~= s
16 Ibs. 17 Ibs.
July 12 ' White Marlin
_ Ellen Willey
W Undisclosed Location S
45 Ibs.

To report your catch, call the Coastal Fisherman at 410-213-2200 or email to coastalfisherman@comcast.net
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

FULL SERVICE IN
OCEAN CITY, MD & ANNAPOLIS, MD

OUR SERVICES
Maintenance & Repair
AfC Services
Outboard Services
Annual Services

@ )
-.-ﬂ"q.. .

—
TRINSIC
410.705.6025 Electrical Systems
ATAVYRT YR T (a7 Vel SR Male] Y &F Audio/Visual & Boat Lighting
@ mercury @YAMAHA A>DOMETIC GARMIN RIDE.

RRQAQ@

IF WP LM @D eureoeacer  OMNI» SONAR » RADAR » SOUNDERS » MFD & MORE

MARINE ELECTRONICS, SERVING THE OC FISHING C‘DHHUMT‘F FOR OVER 28 YEARS!
SALES, SERVICE & TROUBLESHOOTING

ABYC

CERTIFIED

= = Corrosion Surveys

. 4 : |
GARMIN, QUFISHNG | tprmciirs
= P p— CAPT. STEUEN KATZ Aeftgsxindl eyt

EASTERN SHORE MARINE SURVEYING & CONSULTING
CART, JOSIH WENTLING
APPRAISALS
MARINE SURVEYING
BOAT DELIVERY
VESSEL OUTFITTING
PERSONALIZED INSTRUCTION

USSA MASTER
MARINE SURVEYDR

#12404 EASTERNSHOREMARINE.NET
443.235.6221

-m‘rmwmummu CONTAMIMATES
+ INSPECTION OF INTERMAL & EXTERNAL COMPONENTS

An,dﬂric

SHIMANO

OFFICIAL REEL REPAIR CENTER

ﬁ,‘

CALL 410.213.0421 ABOUT REEL REPAIR SER‘H'ICESI

3 Boat
11 = t E‘r‘“

MOBILE SERVICE UNITS

Servicing Ocean City Marinas & Indian River Marinas

{ ] 1
i Service A

i
SYAMAHA

302.436.1737

VISIT US AT RTI3BOATSALES.NET -

= AWLGRIP / IMRON PAINTING

= FIBERGLASS / GEL COAT REPAIR
= WASHING / WAXING

= BOAT HAULING

= BOAT STORAGE

“Factory Trained & Certified on All Major Brand Outboard Engines”

410.835.8266

« ENGINE SERVICE & REPAIR

» SODA BLASTING / BOTTOM PAINTING
* CUSTOM WOODWORKING

» WINTERIZATION & SHRINK WRAPRING
= WELDING & TRAILER REPAIR

oceaﬁaboatwcrks@hatmail.cam ]

= BOAT DETAILING

@ SHRINK WRAPPING
@ GAND BLASTING
= BOTTOM PAINTING

MARINE

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA -
f CLEVEL MARINE SERVICE [T) @C_LEVEL_ MARINE

Authorized Dealer
for MAN & YANMAR

t.) YANMAR

“On Call” for Toumament Fishing Seusun
410-255-5818 |

MARYLAND » DELAWARE + VIRGINIA

Email: hildsmarine1@verizon.net ++ hildsmarineservice.com

NMVA Licensed

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE

Located at 12507 SUNSET AVE #8 OCEAN CITY MD 21842

"MANY TYPES OF TRAILER TAGS
MD & DE BOAT REGISTRATIONS

Jody Palmisano 410.629.5600 FAX 443.664.8599

CERETA AGA ND@&{

Advertise

Here
410-213-2200
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The “Pumpin” Hard” with four yellowfin tuna! Captain Mike Burt has kept a steady supply of tuna coming to the docks at Sunset
Marina with his charters.

o ' SPORTFISH[NG
A\ CHARTERS

MARLN TUNESWORDFISHQ DOI.PHIN

Capt. Craig Mercier and Robbie Cary
with over 30 years of Offshore Experience

‘CAPT:MIKE BURT };@%ﬁm, |
407268804 !

Fishing out of Sunset Marina STip.C-17 s pumpinhardspordhisingcharters.com 100r 4103609194 Email: Craig Merci
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Bren Chorman and his grandfather holding a great sized mahi
while aboard the “Ocean City Girl”. This mahi is a strong con-
tender for heaviest of the season but without a weight we cannot
be sure, so remember, always weigh your fish to be eligible.

These anglers on the “Wrangler” reeled in a literal boat load of
yellowfin tuna. In total, 10 tuna were brought into the boat, leav-
ing this crew with plenty of tuna steaks.

Ocean City, Manytand

SP0RTFISHING CH

43" ALEX WILLIS GUSTOM CAROLINA

T

28 Parker CC
with 20+ Years Experience
on the Waters of Ocean City!

FLOUNDER * ROCKFiSH
BLUEFiSH * DRUM
TOG * SHEEPSHEAD

MAKES NO DIFFERENCE IF YOUR We're located at BAHIA MARINA!

CATCH IS BIG OR SMALL, IT'S "5 7 FI1% ; S | " .
ALWAYS A BIG DEAL WHEN YOU | - Grre s TR Y e, X —

MAKE IT A COVER PRINTI e U VAN NN Bt - : 2 &4 Hour

— INSHORE TRIPS

Sta .$350

JUST GIVE US A CALL or GO TO OUR , .‘-
WEBSITE AND ORDER YOURSELF A PRINT -

TO KEEP THE MEMORY ALIVE! -163-8902 SPRINGMN:'SI'"NG-COM ';_ . 410-251-9645

, -‘. |

b - DAVE@ONTHERUNCHARTERS.COM
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This past Saturday, the “Ocean Princess” landed their biggest

flounder of the season — measuring in at 25” and weighing in at

5lbs 100z. The crew said that the fishing for this season has been  This crew on the “Lucky Break” reeled in these three sheepshead
great so far and that they hope the fish keep biting. and one flounder.

ANGL

FISHING SCHEDULE
From June @™ - August 29" « 2 Hour Trips
MON - FRI, DEPARTURE TIMES: 9:00am, 11:30am, 2:00pm & 4:00pm

From June @ - September 1+ 2 Hour Trips
SAT - SUN, DEPARTURE TIMES: 9:00am, 12:00pm, 3:00pm

willt (% apl. - Gt ek

Enjoy Our Famous

Scenic Cruises

* FAMILY FUN FOR A GREAT VALUE!
* BAIT INCLUDED & ROD RENTALS AVAILAELE
* GROUP DISCOUNTS & FREE PARKING!

LOCATED AT TALBOT STREET PIER
ONE BLOCK SOUTH OF THE RT. 50 BRIDGE ON THE BAY

Tickets & Inffo 410.289.3500
Charters & Inffo 4102899125

~ FISHHAPPYHOOKERCOM -

Scan our code to book your trip!

Capt Bill Buntmg Angler Boat In:.ait—*d at .512 Tcrltmt Street
Emall us: theanglpr
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This crew on the “Fish Bound” reeled in this load of 14 flounders.
Well done boys!

F DAY FISHING DAILY ®
83“] _lme & lpm_ 5pm
We're Fishing out of the North Indian River Marina from May thru Mid October

nce for BO

“5 & I:h [dren!

oty -m

FREE ROD RENTAL FOR KIDS!
FREE BAIT » FREE FISH BAGS  FREE PARKING

/... 3 ; _.-; ) o ’."H_T_ﬂ/.-_ : I,-'; i .( : /r e
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JOIN
CaAPT. MARK SAMPSON
ABOARD THE “FISH FINDER" TO FISH FOR SHARKS, SHARK RESEARCH

& LEARN ABOUT SHARK BEHAVIOR, IDENTIFICATION & C@; e
FUILDM’I HALFM\'THIE!‘HMM

ummrmminofmn
 CALL FOR MORE DETAILS

FULL & 1/2 DAY

SHARK
CHARTERS

MAY thru OCT.

LOCATED OFF OF RT. 1 AT NORTH INDIAN RIVER MARINA
JUST 5 MILES SOUTH OF DEWEY BEACH & 5 MILES NORTH OF BETHANY BEACH

410-726-1946 ~ BIGSHARKS.COM
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Captain Brian Porter brought these anglers to the tuna on the
“Boss Hogg”. In total these anglers caught nine yellowfin tuna.

- PROFESSIONAL & EXPERIENCED TOURNAMENT WINNING CREW
- FULL BATHROOM, HOT SHOWER, SATELLITE TV & SOUND SYSTEM

- GREEN STICK FISHING TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE
- FULL DAY TRIPS, OVERNIGHT TRIPS & MORE
- DOCKED AT SUNSET MARINA IN WEST OCEAN CITY

Check out this sea bass caught on the “Morning Star” with Cap-
tain Monty Hawkins!

IPISSER-
FIXXER

You Don't Need It...
Until You Need It!

‘ @ \

Remove Mud, Sand & Debris From Your

Outboard Engine’s Tell Tale Quickly & Easily

yWww.PISSERFEIXXER.com
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WE CARRY BERETTA, FRANCHI, CVA, STOEGER SPRINGFIELD BROWNING, 350 LEGEND
& 450 BUSHMASTER AND OTHER MANUFACTURERS OF SHOTGUNS & LONG GUNS

OUR HANDGUN SELECTION INCLUDES

BENELLI » GLOCK ¢ COLT  SIG SAUER « KIMBER « TAURUS & MORE!

- PURCHASE YOUR SCOPE HERE -
Ahin fb%%?&“o%ﬁ%g RS HAVE IT MOUNTED AND BORE SIGHTED FREE!

o AR D G — HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES —

] s VORTEX
H oFTICS

gl ]

O

RODS & REELS - FROZEN BAIT - FISHING TACKLE - LARGE SELECTION OF AMMO
DEER CORN - LUMBER &: BUILDING SUPPLIES - SCREEN REPAIR - GRILLS

MON - SAT 7AM-8PM / SUN 7AM - 6PM ese 30244 CEDAR NECK ROAD ¢ OCEAN VIEW, DE #e¢ 3025391448
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If you fish the surf at
Assateague Island long
enough, you're going to
hook a shark. You might
be tossing cut bait for red
drum or hoping for a big
bluefish run, and suddenly
your rod doubles over and
your dragstarts screaming,.
It's a wild moment, but
here’s the thing: what you
do next really matters—
for your safety, the shark’s
life, and staying legal.

Sharks aren’t
Assateague, especially
during  the  summer
months when the water
warms up and the baitfish
are  thick.  Blacktips,
sandbars, sand tigers,
and even bigger species

rare on

| =¥ “-—b,,__‘;
o M

E J“*“L 1 JlJL‘i:,:

]

Customize Your Trip:

+ Camp fire
* Grilled lunch

* Fish Assateague Apparel

%, (443) 614-9865

." & '-(:“M"' O .' |."-...—J:k G | %Be L ;:.

£
SN X eﬂe"ff

Book Your Adventure Today!

@ www.fishassateague.com

by Skylar Snead. IHd[CE

like dusky and tiger sharks
make appearances in the
wash. Most of us aren’t
coming here specifically
to target sharks, but throw
out some fresh bunker or
mullet, and chances are
good you’ll find yourself
hooked up eventually.

It's part of what makes
surf fishing exciting. You
never know what’s on the
end of your line. But once
it is a shark, the game
changes—and you've got
a responsibility to handle
that catch the right way.

Shark fights are no joke.
These fish are strong,
fastt and unpredictable.
If you're fishing medium
tackle and you hook into

Surf Fishing
Shark Fishing
Kayak Fishing
Kayak Tours
Custom Beach Day Packages
OSV Beach Cruises
Fishing Lessons

r——

something that’s clearly a
shark, consider breaking it
off early. Long, drawn-out
fights can kill a shark before
it even hits the wash.

If you are set up for sharks —
or just want to be ready—
you need heavy-duty gear.
That means a stout rod,
a high-capacity reel with
smooth drag, and a proper
leader setup with a non-
stainless steel inline circle
hook. And that’s not just
a suggestion—it’s the law
in Maryland. You must use
non-stainless, inline circle
hooks when fishing for
sharks from shore. Stainless
steel is not allowed because
it doesn’t rust out, and
circle hooks are designed
to reduce gut-hooking
and make releases cleaner.
These regulations exist for a
reason, and you will be held
to them.

In addition to pliers or a
dehooker, you need two
critical tools:

1. A strong cutter capable
of snipping through wire
or heavy braided cable.

2. A pair of bolt cutters
for cutting large hooks
during release if needed.

And here’s the catch: bolt
cutters  usually won't
cut through cable. That’s
something many anglers
learn the hard way. If
you're running steel leaders
or coated cable, make
sure you've got a proper
cable cutter or heavy-duty
snips. You don’t want to be
fumbling around trying to
free a tired shark with tools
that can’t get the job done.

If you bring a shark to

www.coastalfisherman.net
shore, your goal should be

to keep it on wet sand where
waves are still washing
over its gills. That thin layer
of water keeps the shark
breathing and makes for a
safer, quicker release. You
don’t need to stay knee-
deep in the surf if you're
not comfortable —wet sand
with the wash coming and
going is a solid compromise.

If you're experienced and
the surf conditions are
calm, keeping the shark
suspended in shallow water
is even better —but only if
you're confident. Moving
water, soft footing, and a
big thrashing shark can turn
things sketchy fast. Don’t
put yourself in a bad spot
just to get a cleaner release.
Safety always comes first—
for you and the fish.

It's worth noting that in
Delaware, state law requires
protected shark species to
remain suspended in the
water at all times. Maryland
doesn’t have that specific
requirement, but the same
best practices still apply.
Keeping the shark breathing
and minimizing time out of
the water is key no matter
where you are. Use long-
handled tools to remove the
hook. If it’s deeply hooked
or the removal gets risky,
cut the line close to the hook
and let it go.

And remember—if you're
not 100% sure what species
it is, release it immediately.
Many of the sharks caught
off Assateague—including
sandbar, sand tiger, dusky,
and tiger  sharks—are
protected and must be
released without delay.

Assateague is a special
place. Between the wild
ponies, protected dunes,
and uncrowded beaches,
there aren’t many spots
like it left. As anglers, it’s
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on us to help keep it that

way. That means handling
fish responsibly, cleaning
up after ourselves, and
not putting on a show
with sharks that could get
the whole fishery more
restricted.

Take your photos quick,
or don’t take them at all.
Don’t leave bloody sand
or bait scraps behind. And
don’t be that guy dragging
a protected shark 20 feet up
the beach for a cell phone
video. We all lose when that
happens.

Quick Tips from the Sand

¢ Non-stainless, inline
circle hooks are
required —no exceptions.

* Useheavy geartoshorten
the fight and increase
survival chances.

* Keep sharks on wet sand
with the surf washing
over them, or in the

410.213.2200

shallows if safe.

* Use long-handled
dehookers or pliers.

* Bring strong cutters
capable of cutting wire
or cable leaders.

* Carry bolt cutters for

hook removal —but
remember, they won't
cut cable.

* Cut the line if it's deep
hooked or wunsafe to
remove.

* Know your species—or
release it if you're not
sure.

Surf fishing at Assateague
is one of those raw, wild
experiences that keeps you
coming back. Every cast
could bring something new.
When it’s a shark on the
other end, do it right. Gear
up, know the rules, and
respect the fish.

See you on the sand!

COASTALFISHERMAN NEI"J
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REEL FISHING GEAR

Pure [ura ﬁranﬂ @

i "!-l "Iﬁl'rFMI'ImI'FII-I'IlHIWl' T

||IIl||| IIF!-'-" |
PURELUREFISHING. COM
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OPEN DAILY 10AM - 6PM

THE 2025 FISHING SEASON IS HERE
THE PURE LURE BRAND HOUSE
HAS YOUR FISHING NEEDS COVERED

COME SHOP OUR NEW SUMMER GEAR

SPEND $100 T0 ENTER! [IN-STORE OR DNLINE)

GRAND SLAM %+ -
GIVEAWAY 2

WIN BIG WITH PURE

TOTAL VALUE: $3,000 = =
PRIZE PACKAGE INCLUDES: -y,
« $1,000 PURE LURE GIFT CARD ==
« $500 XTRATUF GIFT CARD
« $500 THE QUALIFIED CAPTAIN GIFT CARD
« $500 VALLATION/PURE LURE OUTERWEAR GIFT CARD
» $500 DAKINE FISH BAG GIFT CARD
= $500 FOR TWO NIGHTS AT THE ALOFT HOTEL
« $500 ALOHA BAG GIFT CARD (@
« $500 REEL INN RESTAURANT & DOCK BAR GIFT CARD
» $500 SHOTII'S POINT OCEAN CITY GIFTCARD @

SHOP ONLINE AT:
PURELUREFISHING.COM

e
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(4 CHARTER FLEET

FOLLOW ALONG WITH OUR FLEET ON INSTAGRAM AND FACEBOOK @SUNSETMARINAOC

54' C!ISTOM CHROHHA 5?'DEHN JOHHSON
CAPT. AUSTIN ENSOR CAPT. LUKE BLUME
443-392-4926 410-251-1889

" 61 IIKING
CAPT. BRIAN PORTER & ALEX BEANE CAPT. BRIAN BEHE
410-458-1164 240-876-9054

HI'REGUMTOR
CAPT. DOUG SMETANA
302-379-1629

58" SHEARUNE
CAPT. PAT SUEHLA & RYAN FREESE

61' UGHTHING
CAPT. TROY SALMON
7571-371-9655

410-213-9600 | 12911 SUNSET AUE. OCEAN CITY, MD 21842 | OCSUNSETMARINA.COM
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4 DAYTON o BV DS
CAPT. RICH GALLAGHER N  CAPT. ZIP & EDDIE ZAJDEL
301-7104-71231 443-986-4968 | 443-966-1762

CAPT. MIKE BURT CAPT. ANTHONY MATARESE
410-726-8804

OC FISHERMARN’S MARINA

12806 SUNSET AVENUE, OCEAN CITY MD | 410-213-2478

CONTACT THE CAPTAINS OR CALL 1-877-514-FISH TO BOOK.
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12-year-old angler Annabelle Belcher from Parkton Maryland was able to reel in and release her first blue marlin while fishing
on the “Floor Reel”. The crew estimated that the marlin weighed around 700 lbs and it took Annabelle over 2 hours to catch.
Annabelle was fishing with her grandfather, Rob Belcher, Captain Dave Warren, and John Ols.

Purse in 2024 OVER

$8.6 MILLION

OvEeRr $230,000 AWARDED
IN SMALL BOAT LEVELS LAST YEAR!

s et LT T LT ET T i o
New For 2025!
Outboard Division

Expanded Small Boat Division
) |'_'_ -] =
"'"’"” EE f G ; o ‘I:l 531 MRS TOTRSANET

WHITE MARLIN OPEN « PO BOX 737 OCEAN CITY, MD 21843-0737

whitemarlinopen.com | 410-289-9229 Fax 410-2894490
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Brittany Sydlik, of Ocean City,
MD, landed this 19” flounder on
the “Snag’n and Brag'n.” Britta-
ny used live minnow as her bait.

If the
Coastal
Fisherman
failed to exist, this
would be YOU!

Keep your
blood pressure stable

by supporting
Our Advertisers...

They're the lifeline
of the business!

« SPREADER BARS « RIGGING SUPPLIES
« SQUIDNATION FLIPPY FLOPPY
e LANDER & BLUEWATER CANDY SKIRTS
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OVER 40,000TEMS oN our WEBSITE!

"'DODS, REELS § COMBOS
JIGS +WEIGHTS  JIGS & HOOKS

FULL LINE of

TUNAFISHING
BAIT & TACKLE!

Dcean C|t~_.f Store
12826 B Ocean Gtwy
West OC, MD 21842

OceanCity 410.213.2840

Annopolis 8888 10,7283

Annapolis Store
2062 Somerville Rd.
Annapolis, MD 21401
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This past week in Delaware
brought with it some of
the largest storms we have

seen in years. Massive
lightning storms, strong
winds, and torrential

rain downpours came on
numerous evenings. High
temperatures added to the
humidity and wetness of
the days. Fishing overall
has continued to get
better, with more keeper
flounder arriving each day.
Numerous undersized fish
still plague the near shore
wrecks and reefs but a few
more fish over the 17.5
inch size can be found. A
few small mahi are being
caught off the bass pots,
but the majority of larger
fish have yet to arrive. The
Delaware Bay is full of small
croaker as well as a few big
flounder being found near
the lighthouses and shoals.
The surf is a mix of croakers
and spot with several
kingfish thrown in. The
evenings have produced
several nice sized sharks
and a few bluefish along

the coast and at the inlets.
Back Bays and Inlets

The back bays have been
producing a better catch of
flounder, although several
undersized fish must be

weeded through before
finding a keeper. Along
the rocks of the inlet,

sheepshead and tog are
being caught on a regular
basis in the early morning
and evening hours. A few
bluefish are being taken
near the old bridge pilings,
along with an occasional
striper. The 8th annual
Paradise = Bay Pounder
Tournament was held this
past weekend. The bay was
tilled with anglers targeting
the prize-winning fish. The
final winners are as follows:
In first place was Andrew
Coffiey with a flounder
weighing 7.3 lbs, second
place was Vito DiFrancesco
with 7 1bs, third place was
Kevin Garber with 5.6
lbs, fourth place was Chris
Donaldson with 5.5 Ibs. and
in fifth place was Dominic

Tanfree
- Shopiing

OUR CLOTHING LINE INCLUDES!

Costantino with 5.5 Ibs.
Congratulations to all the
winners and participants.
Further north, Billy Mister
checked into Lewes
Harbour Marina with a
nice 30-inch, 9.5 Ib flounder
sporting a massive 22.75-
inch girth. Nice fish! Rick
Paskowski fished IR Bay,
and the three of them ended
up with 7 keepers. That is
one of the best hauls from
the bay I have seen since
the size limit change went
into effect. Dustin Houtz
caught a few fluke in the
bay with most measuring
just under the 17.5-inch
minimum. Brian Barnes
got his biggest fluke this
past week from the bay
using squid and Gulp.

Nearshore Wrecks and
Reefs

Thenearshorecoral grounds
and wrecks are holding
better flounder than in
previous weeks however,
the ratio is still over ten
throwbacks to get one
keeper. Targeting deeper

HOOK'EM & COOK'EM OUTFITTERS

WIDE SELECTION or GEAR
FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Large Selection of Fresh & Satwater Tackle

e
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OPEN DAILY!
8AM - 5PM
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wrecks with larger baits or

live mullet and spot is your
best chance to steer clear
of smaller fish and snag
that keeper doormat. Live
spot and larger bucktails
have produced the best
quality of fish overall. On
the shoals, the Spanish Mac
bite has been very good.
The bite typically runs
from first light till around 9
am. Trolling small spoons
and swimbaits are catching
most of these fish. Small
bluefish are also in the mix
on the shoals.

Nearshore shark fishing
has been very consistent
as Eric Brehm from New
Albany, Ohio, found out
when he went fishing
with  “Bottom  Bouncer
Fishing" and landed a few
big sharks on their charter.
The Spanish Macerel and
bluefish were more than
willing to cooperate with
Jim Zimmerman and Ken
Fleetwood on their half-day
trip on the “Quick Draw
Sportfishing” charter. The
group had steady action all
morning long and brought
home plenty of fish for
dinner. “Action Jackson
Sportfishing” had a nice
constant bite of tog and
triggerfish while fishing

f

FRESH &
SALTWATER FISHING

GUNS & AMMO
HUNTING SUPPLIES
- SURF FISHING
7:| BEACH GOODS & MORE!

TOP SHELF DEALER FOR:
SHIMANO
78 ) AN/ N

HOOKEMCOOKEMOUTFITTERS.COM - 34444 Coastal Hwy. at York Beach Mall in S. Bethany Beach, DE
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the shoals. The biggest
trigger was 3.5 pounds.
The tog bite, although
consistent, did not produce
any keepers. Bradyn
Coleman had a great day
landing tons of triggerfish
while using slow pitch
jigging lures. He stated it
was a first for him, but he
will definitely do it again. I
have found that there isn't
much a slow pitch jig won't
catch in the ocean. Patrick
Thomas checked into Rick's
Bait and Tackle with an
impressive 25-inch, 6.4 1lb
flounder he caught while
fishing the Fenwick Shoal.
Jetf Monaco also checked in
to Ricks with an 8.2-pound,
27.5-inch fluke he caught
on ocean structure. Steve
Kuhlman fished the Old
Grounds and site 11 and
caught mainly small sea
bass along with a few
keepers. Unfortunately,
he stated the juvenile sea
bass were relentless and
struck his bait as soon as
he hit bottom, not allowing
the bait to remain on the
bottom long enough for
the bigger fish to locate it.
Ocean Arsenal Tackle was
with young Owen when
he caught his personal best
flounder, weighing in at
4.8 pounds, while using a
pink OA squid thing. John
and Cheryl Engler took the
girls out flounder fishing
and returned to the docks
with a cooler full of flat
fish. The group had tons
of laughs and caught even
more quality fish. Go Girl
Power! Larry and Brittany
Lee were back at it again,
catching limits of flounder.
This father /daughter
duo sure can find the fish.
Matt Brough spent the last
few days on the shoals
and landed some quality
fluke, including his new
personal best of 8 pounds.
“Daylights Wasting

Charters” had a solo trip
for sheepshead and boated
4 of 6 fish hooked. All the
fish were between 18 and
24 inches.

Surf Fishing

Surf fishing 1is in its
summertime  slow-down
mode with mainly spot and
small croakers making up
the majority of the catch.
Some kingfish are also
being found, but not in the
numbers we usually see at
this time of the year. Joe
Dinisio took a short trip to
the beach and loaded up
the cooler with croakers.
He stated he has enough
meat for tacos for days. Joe
Kondash also found the
croaker ready to bite and
landed a few big ones up
to 12 inches. Kyle Jacobs
was at IR Inlet and landed
a couple of small flounder
from the beach. Andrew
Riehl was out at Conquest
Beach and had nonstop
action with kingfish and
spot. He also got 3 cow nose
rays and a few Kkingfish.
Alex Volpe scored a nice
34-inch rockfish from the
beach last Tuesday using
a mullet rig. The fish was
safely released.

Crabs and Clams

Crabbing remains strong
with pts yielding between
8 and 10 keepers per pot.
Be aware that the hot, low-
oxygen water is causing
many crabs to die in the
pots if left for the full 3 days
to soak. Pulling the post
every other day would help
to secure a better catch with
healthier crabs. Clamming
is good however many
clams are of the larger soup
size. Holts Landing and
the Rehoboth Bay are the
hot spots for clamming this
week.

Till next week,
Tight Lines and Fins Up
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First fish alert! Sayah Cannaday from Baltimore, MD caught her
first fish with this 9” flounder using white gulp while fishing on a
boat out of Clarksville, DE. Congrats Sayah!

PIER HSHING unoen THE LIGHTS!

f\\_/,-/

visit us at ocedanicplier.com

BAIT & TACKLE - ROD RENTALS
ROD & REEL SALES - APPAREL

ICE - SNACKS - RESTROOMS
710 S. Philadelphia Ave. at the 410.289.2602

Ocean City Inlet!
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To report your catch, call the Coastal Fisherman at 410-213-2

Species 2025 2024 2025 | 2024
Bluefish : :
April 9 April 19 May 8 May 2
. Mike Powers Aiden Sparano Jim Hitchens Jim Hitchens
' Fenwick State Park | Assateague Roosevelt Inlet Delaware Bay
April 6 March 31 June 5 May 31
Chris Taylor Chris Taylor R Jatfk Dlﬁggy Il “CTyler Lagzaw,
Assateague Assateague oplien ) okl
Baltimore Canyon | | S. of Poor Mans Canyon
June 24 June1 January 1 May31
Michael McGoey Chuck Guerra r?;;;;:ﬁ.?g:g Angﬁ; iE'"k
Indian River Inlet OC Beach Hardions Poor Mans Canyon
April 4 April 8 June 18
Rick Gorsuch Paul Musser Jr. hﬂgr:nﬁt:;rﬁr
Thorofare Thorofare Baltimore Canyon
May 15 May 17 May 25 May 18
—— Mike Depalma Bih Bt Mat&hewihbbnfmﬂ E:hns Mer_ltlllf_
% Bt Sea Sport Fishing” | Ocean Structure Buya?.Ta*,r Full Service”
. _ Poor Man's Canyon = | Washington Canyon
May 8 May 7 May 25 May 28
Mike Ahifeldt Joe McNeal Fmﬂgf;‘f:%fs'e* Finbar Rishko
Thorofare Ocean Structure Poor Man's Canyon Baltimore Canyon
January 29 January 3 June 19 June 1
Richard Harpel Brian Reynolds g nr_rn; W: "'St, BF? b[b}' Hesk
Indian River Bay Rt. 90 Bridge et EiiGs
Poor Man's Canyon | | Poor Mans Canyon
January 6 Blue Marlin July 1 June 12
Anthony Emerick Anﬁgﬂ%ﬁﬁick Crew Tom Healy
“Chasin’ Tides" Oeeah Struchwe . ~| “Reel Current’ “Elizabeth Ann”
Great Eastern ' 'UI'IdIS'CiGSEd Location _ Poor Mans CHI’I)"{}I'I .
June 26 June 17 m Marlin June 14 June 1
Nick Klederdine Greg Stansky Hannah Melvin Jake Emche
“Bad Habit” Poor Mans Canyon “Wrecker” “Fish On"
Washington Canyon | | IWashlngton Canyon | E. of Baltimore Canyon

200 or email to coastalfisherman@comcast.net
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JULY 25-21
BIG FISH Glwssic| 2025

For official Rules & Regulations visit:

www.bigfishclassiccom ®®&® TALBOT STREET PIER - OCEAN CITY, MD
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Karter Neary, Olivia Lopez-Pacheco, Luca Lopez-Pacheco, and Nora Lopez Pacheco reeled in this haul of Spanish mackerel while
fishing the Fenwick Shoal. These young anglers fished on the “Lit Up”.
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BLUE MARLIN
99" Lower Jaw Fork Length
Mo Retention Limit

WHITE MARLIN
&6" Lower Jaw Fark Length
Mo Retention Limit

MNOTE: Blue Marlin, White Marlin and
Roundscale Marlin combined 250 Limit

DOLPHIN
MNe minimum Length
Boat Limit 54
Limit Daily 10 per angler

YELLOWFIN TUNA
27" Curved Fork Length
3 per person/day

- - ¥ .: -
. o <4
BLUEFIN TUNA
27" to <73" curved fork length
1 per vessel/day or trip
27" to <73 curved fork length
1 per Charter/day or trip

27" to <73" curved fork length
1 per Headboat/day or trip

3-200

L

"'Q{‘*H.'ir”““' gt
. .
BIGEYE TUNA

27" Curved Fork Length
Mo Retention Limit

SWORDFISH
47" Lower Jaw Fork Length
1 per person / 4 per vessel (Rec)
1 per person / & per vessel (Charter)
1 per person / 15 per Headbeat

SAILFISH
Minimum Length 53" * No Retention Limit

GOLDEN TILEFISH

Mo minimum * 8 per person/day

BLUELIME TILEFISH
5M5-11/14
3 per person (Recreational)
5 per parson Uninspected (Charter)
7 per person Inspacted (Charter)

WAHOO
Mo Minimum Length * 2 per person/day

SHARKS

AUTHORIZED
SPECIES

Mo Minimum Fork Length

Atlantic Sharpnose, Bonnethead

54" Minimum Fork Length
Atlantic Blacktip, Bull, Lemon, Nurse,
Spinner, Tiger, Blue, Common Thrasher,
Porbeagle, Finetooth, Atlantic Blacknose

78" Minimum Fork Length
Great Hammerhead, Scalloped
Hammerhead, Smooth Hammerhead

MNOTE: Qnly 1 shark from the lists above
may be retained per vessal per trip. In
addition, 1 Atlantic Sharpnose,

1 Bonnethead and 1 Oceanic Whitetip
may be retained per person per trip.

If a hammerhead shark is retained,
no tunas, billfish or swordfish may
be retained.

PROHIBITED SHARKS

Atlantic Angel, Basking, Bigeye Sand Tiger,
Bigeye Sixgill, Bignose, Caribbean Reef,
Caribbean Sharpnose, Dusky, Galapagos,

Longfin Make, Narrowtooth, Night, Oceanic
Whitetip, Sandbar, Sand Tiger, Sevangill,

Shortfin Mako, Silky, Sixgill, Smalltail, Whale,

White
Resources: eregulations.com & NOAA gov
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Angler Billy Mister, of Lewes, DE, landed this 9.5 1bs. flounder Luke Peternel, of Stevensville, MD, landed this 6-foot tiger shark

on Gulp. He was fishing over an ocean structure on the “Crown off of Assateague Island. The shark was caught on tuna belly and
Jules.” Pictured at Lewis Harbour Marina. was safely released.
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Authorizey
FISHINGg <

Humrmr. ucmss K

Flshmg @Boatmg
OUTEITTERS

LARGE SELECTION OF TACKLE + LIVE & FROZEN BAITS

Boat Supplies = Gas & Diesel Fuel = Fish Cleaning
Sportswear = Foul Weather Gear = Crab Pots
Fishing Reports « Free Parking » Gift Certificates

HE[I'IFII] i
s B ¥ BN = w-

V15|t us at LewesHarbourMarinaDE.com --- 217 Anglers Road, Lewes, DE - 302 645.6227
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CONGRATS T0 THE

OGEAN CITY

WRECKER OCEAN CITY GIRL

58 FT. CUSTOM CAROLINA 58 FT. GILLIKIN 57 FT. BLACKWELL 50 FT. RAY DAVIS
Capt. Steve Pfeiffer Capt. Chris Little Capt. Bob Layton Capt. Jeff Stewart

BAIT & TACKLE SHOP
GIFTS & APPAREL

el gxrsum | GavEE

29 FT. SEAVEE 26 FT. CUSTOM 40 FT. CUSTOM
Capt. John Prather Capt. Nick Clemente HEADBOAT

— Call 410-213-1121 or VHF Channel
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THE LARGEST TUNA TOURNAMENT IN THE WORLD ror o -
BEAMK ©cost_ iy, o %y @Cearo |

Ll e

e
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sy HEADGOUARTERS

IN THIS YEAR'S
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65 FT. GUTHRIE 60 FT. CUSTOM CAROLINA
Capt. Willie Zimmerman Capt. Jeremy Shandrowski

TURNIN' FINS FINATIC B SPRING MIX II

46 FT. OCEAN YACHT 43 FT. VIKING 43 FT. WILLIS 42 FT. JERSEY DAWN
Capt. Jake Shaffer Capt. Mark Malamphy Capt. Chris Watkowski Capt. David Midgett

— [ * Fish cleaning station with professional cleaners on site
e 130 surge free boat slips ® 2 fuel docks and in-slip fueling
MORNING STAR * Free wifi and 30 & 50 amp hook ups available * 35 ton travel lift

YEAR ROUND HEADBOAT FISHING * Micky Fins Dock Bar & Grill ® Please call ahead for Dockside Parking
Capt. Monty Hawkins ’ <

71 for Service or Restaurant Dockage ———
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For That Tournament
Winning Bite

Spicy Tuna Ceviche:

A fresh bite and the perfect
appetizer.

Ingredients:

1 1b. fresh yellowfin tuna
Juice of 1 lime

Juice of 1 lemon

4 tbsp. minced sweet onion

1-2” piece of fresh ginger,
chopped

%-1 small jalapefio, seeded
and minced

2-3 tbsp. minced red bell
pepper
2-3  tbsp.
chopped

fresh cilantro,

2-3 tbsp. fresh mint, chopped
Dash kosher salt
Directions:

1. Cut the fish into bite-sized
pieces.

2. In a medium glass bowl,
combine the citrus, onion,
ginger and jalapefio; add the
fish to this mixture and stir
well.

3. Refrigerate for about 2
hours (stir periodically to
ensure the fish is evenly
coated).

4. Just before serving, drain
the liquid from the fish. Add
the red bell pepper, cilantro,
mint and a dash of kosher
salt; stir well and taste for
seasoning.

5. Serve with tortilla chips,

Bad Monkey - West OC

12902 an Gateway
C , MD 21842
(443) 856-4507

CATCH 2 for 1 HAPPY HOUR
or a BEAUTIFUL BREAKFAST

at both Bad Monkey locations:

Bad Monkey - 58th Street
5801 s

O=ean

crostini or plantain chips.

www.coastalfisherman.net
2 tsp. mustard

2 tbsp. light mayo

1 large egg

2 tsp. old bay

1/3 cup bread crumbs
Ya cup parsley

Loglt? ‘;EH;'- }ih-_,
For A Refined Flounder
Feast

Stuffed Flounder with
Crabmeat:

We see all that flounder
you’ve been reeling in-here’s
the perfect recipe to highlight
delicate fish with savory crab
stuffing.

Ingredients:
4 large flounder fillets

8 0z. crab meat

Juice of one lemon

Directions:

1. Mix together crab meat,
mustard, mayo, old bay, egg,
and bread crumbs.

2. Set the crab mix aside and
prepare a baking sheet with
a thin coating of olive oil.
Place into an oven and set it
to preheat to 400 degrees.

3. Take out your flounder
fillets and dry them well with
paper towels. You want your
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fish to brown on the baking
sheet and not steam.

4. When the oven is
preheated, pull the baking
sheet and place your flounder
fillets onto it. Lightly salt and
pepper the fillets.

5. Top each with Y4 of the
crab mixture. Spray the tops
of the fillets with cooking
spray and put into the oven
for 13-18 minutes (depends
on thickness of fillet).

6. Garnish with parsley, fresh
lemon slices and juice and
serve.

For A Quick Meal from
Today’s Fresh Catch

Crispy Parmesan Flounder
Bites:

Golden, crispy, and packed
with savory parmesan and
ranch flavors — ready in just
30 minutes.

Ingredients:

1 cup Panko

2 tbsp chopped fresh parsley
Y4 cup grated parmesan

Y2 tsp kosher salt

Y4 tsp fine ground black
pepper

Y4 cup all-purpose flour

3 tbsp. water

1 large egg

1 %2 1bs. flounder fillets

2/3 cup sour cream

1 tbsp. Plain yogurt
2 tsp ranch seasoning
Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 400F. Spray
a baking sheet with cooking
spray or line with parchment
paper.

2. Heat a large skillet over
medium-high heat. Add the
panko and parsley to the pan
and cook for 2 minutes or
until golden brown; stirring
frequently.

3. Combine the panko
mixture , parmesan, salt, and
pepper in a shallow dish.

4. Place the flour in another
shallow dish.

5. Whisk the egg and water
in another shallow dish.

6. Dredge the fish in the
flour, dip in the egg mixture,
and then dredge in panko
mixture.

7. Arrange the fish bites on
the baking sheet and bake for
12 minutes or until done.

8. In a small bowl, combine
the ranch seasoning with
the sour cream and yogurt.
Serve with the fish bites as a
dipping sauce.

The Dolphin That
Weighed In For The
Tournament (And Dinner)

Pan-Seared Mahi Mahi with
Pineapple Terivaki Glaze:

Golden, flaky, and glazed in
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‘ \J tropical teriyaki.

Ingredients:
4 mabhi fillets

2 tbsp. olive oil

Salt and pepper to taste

Y2 cup pineapple juice

Y4 cup low-sodium soy sauce
2 tbsp. honey

1 tbsp. rice vinegar

1 tbsp. fresh ginger, grated

1 clove garlic, minced

1 tsp cornstarch mixed with
1 tbsp. water

Y2 cup fresh pineapple chunks
1 tbsp. toasted sesame seeds
2 tbsp. green onions, sliced
Directions:

1. Pat mahi fillets dry and
season both sides with salt
and pepper.

2. Heat olive o0il in a non-
stick skillet over medium-

high heat.

3. Sear mahi for 3-4 minutes
on each side, or until golden
and cooked through. Remove
and set aside.

4. In a small saucepan,
combine pineapple juice, soy
sauce, honey, rice vinegar,
ginger, and garlic. Bring to a
boil.

5. Reduce heat and simmer
for 3-4 minutes, then stir in
the cornstarch mix.

6. Continue  simmering
until the glaze thickens to a
syrupy consistency (about
2-3 minutes).

7. Stir in fresh pineapple
chunks and simmer for 1
additional minute.

8. Spoon the glaze over the
seared mahi mahi.

9. Garnish with sesame seeds
and green onions. Serve
immediately.

Berlin, MD—x

— ._‘-_.
g

12

EERS on

LOCATED IN DOW?

CHEER ON

your FAVORITE
TEAM at the

4z UPSTAIRS BAR

SAl with PLENTY of

BAR/HIGHTOP

L ITOWN BERLIN A
THESTERLINGTAVERN.COM * 410

SEATING!

641.3000

119 N. MAIN S
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For Another Yellowfin 1  tbsp.

whole

Recipe, This Time With A peppercorns

Tropical Kick

1 tbsp. Sriracha hot chili
sauce

Y4 cup lemon juice
Salt and pepper, to taste
Directions:

1. In a large ceramic bowl
combine  the  mangoes,
onions, jalapefio, ginger,
Sriracha, and lemon juice,
and blend well. Season with
salt and pepper. Use or
refrigerate.

2. In a mortar, crush the
fennel seeds, coriander seeds,
mixed peppercorn, sea salt,
and regular pepper together

www.coastalfisherman.net
Sweet, herby, and ready to

sip.
Ingredients:

Y5 pint fresh strawberries
Y2 cup blanco tequila

1.5 oz. Cointreau

1 lime, juiced

1 tbsp. honey

2-3 basil sprigs

Ice

Kosher salt

Directions:

1. Pour about % cup of

1 tbsp. sea salt until all seeds are crushed. kosher salt onto a small side

Place the rub on a plate, add plate. Rub the juiced lime
the yellowfin tuna and coat rhine around the edge of two

them well on both sides. rocks glasses, then dip each
glass into the plate of salt

to rim edges. Fill each glass
with crushed ice or several
ice cubes.

Yellowfin Tuna With Spicy
Mango Salsa:

Black pepper

o 3 mangoes, ripe, peeled and
Sweet heat and a winning .yt into % inch, diced

catch. 1 meds 4 oni led 3. Meanwhile, heat to high
: medium red onion, peeled  heat a non-stick skillet. Once

Ingredients: -

HSLeclents and cut into small cubes the skillet is hot, rub some

4 yellowfin tuna 1 jalapefio, stemmed, seeds olive oil over the yellowfin '

removed, and minced tuna and place the oiled side 2. Place the strawberries,

1 tbsp. fennel seeds : . L
P into the pan. Sear on high for tequila, cointreau, lime juice

1 Y2 tsp ginger, minced

1 tbsp. coriander seeds

#

"/f? s Fnest P omemade (andies!

1 %2 to 2 minutes per side.

4. Remove from the skillet
when done: they should be
pink in the middle, sprinkle
more olive oil over it, and
gently squeeze lemon over
each tuna.

5. Spread some of the spicy
mango salsa in the middle
of the plate and place the
yellowfin tuna over it.

When You Need To
Celebrate a Catch-And Sip

and honey into a blender.
Blend thoroughly on high
until the strawberries are
pulverized. Finely chop
the basil and place into the
bottom of a decanter or
cocktail shaker. Muddle the
basil to release the flavors
and oils. Pour the blended
margarita ingredients into
the decanter along with
the muddle basil and stir
vigorously to incorporate.
Pour into salted, iced glasses
and serve immediately.

Something Sweet

': | *- -:' ] 3. Pour about Y4 cup of kosher
e ‘lthl'-il.[in.u’ J '-;Jr-_:'- o .
B i Sweet Years!

Strawberry Basil Margarita:

T

Al

: | —-" ' = Since 1915 _:I't.
__ | Salt Water Ta

. k d _._..._.__._...uf"‘ T-_-E
e e

=
E—— L ——
1st Street - OC Boardwalk White Marlin Mall - West OC

410-289-5054 410-213-0314
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salt onto a small side plate.

Rub the juiced lime rhine
around the edge of two rocks
glasses, then dip each glass
into the plate of salt.

4. Place the strawberries,
basil, tequila, cointreau,

lime juice, honey and a
few handfuls of ice (6-8
cubes) into a blender. Blend
thoroughly on high until the
strawberries, basil, and ice
are pulverized. Pour into
the salted glasses and serve
immediately.

OPEN DALLY!

11am-8pm

LOCATE at the OCEAN CITY OUTLETS in WEST OCEAN CITY
12741 Ocean Gateway #980, OCMD e« 410.213.2231
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IIESTI.ESS I.IIIIY RESTLESS LADY Nl
Capt. Todd Kurtz Capt. Chris Huk

SKEETS
Gapt. Stu lf_ﬁ'ndsnr
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DOUBLE TROUBLE
Gapt. DJ Ghurchill

FIN GIIASEII
Capt. Dan Staufier

|| ENTERTAINMENT
M JuLy

7719 DJ Harvey Cinco
7/20 Miles Bandana
7/25 DJ Harvey Cinco
7/26 DJ Harvey Cinco

@TED 189; 91-2 311 Talbot Street

usnusa [AIDOISTrEeetpier.com
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REGISTRATION: FRIDAY JULY 18 from 6:00 - 8:00PM

or Virtual Captain’s Meeting available on the Club’s website and Facebook page

FISH 1 or BOTH DAYS: JULY 19 and/or JULY 20
LINES IN 6:30am + * LINES OUT 3:00pm

WEIGH-INS: JuLY 19 3:00-6:30PM * JULY 20 from 3:00-6:00PM

CARNIVAL & AWARDS BANQUET sunday July 20 from 5:00-8:00pm under the Clubhouse
4 FOOD GAMES & PRIZES ++ AWARDS PRESENTATION 7:00 P.M. « EVERY ANGLER RECEIVES AN ﬂWﬁHDf

410.213.1613 or visit us at OCMARLINCLUB.COM
Register early by Phone or Email us: info@ocmarlinclub.com

A SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR GREAT SPONSORS!

Rentals
800-757-6332
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Nicholas Mattera from Calvert County, MD caught his first floun-
der while fishing with his dad, Anthony Mattera. Nicholas was
using 3” Gulp Mullet on a 3 way rig.

*You do NOT have to be a Member to Participate in this Tournoment

17th ANNUAL
FrANKY PETTOLINA
“HEELS & REELS” TOURNAMENT *

To benefit the Marlin Club Crew of
OC Scholarship Fund

Registration: July 31, 6:00-8:00pm
1 of 2) August1&2

ING
COAMENT!

Fishing Days: (

Weigh-Ins: August 1 & 2
| 5:30-7:30pm at Fisherman’s Marina

1st ANNUAL
KZID g CLASSIC *
__________-—

Foundation
5:00-8:00pm

19 & 20 |
- of 2) July 19 & <
hing Days: (1 or 2¢
BInG ym and

o farina Iu
pm Jt Sunset Marine

White Marlin Sponsors

Consolidated Commercial Services
D.W. Burt Concrete Construction
Hall's HVAC « Ocean City Fishing Center
Sunset Marina « Sunset Provisions

Atlantic General Hospital «

Fishing

Other Sponsors: Eastern Shore Marine Surveying & Consulting, LLC « Bank of Ocean City

OCMarlinClub.com 410.213.1613
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Kim Peck was out with Mike Maggs and used his brand new
LHM Double D rod to muscle in this 39 lbs. golden tilefish, Awe-
some catch!

/ e
-

2ND ANNUAL
LaBOR DAYy INVITATIONAL

Registration: August 28, 6:30 - 8:00pm

Days: (1of 3) August 29, 30 & 31
NO WEIGH-INS:

This is strictly a release tournament.
Release reports MUST be turned in to OCMC
Clubhouse on your fishing day BY 8:00PM

45th ANNUAL
CHARLES KrRATZ & SCOTT SMITH
CHALLENGE Cup

Registration: Sept. 10, 6:00-8:00pm
Fishing Days: (2 of 3) Sept. 11, 12 & 13
NO WEIGH-INS
Release reports turned in nightly to
OCMC Clubhouse 6:00PM - 8:00PM

20250C MARLIN'CLUB CORPORATE SPONSORS

Blue Marlin Sponsors

Bahia Marina « Blazeguard
Carey Distributors « Consolidated Commercial Services
Fantasy World Entertainment « Fishin OC
Henley Construction « Hooked on OC
HR Construction « Red Sun « Rt. 113 Boat Sales » Tipsy Tike
Top Dog Services « Unscene Productions » Viking Yachts

Billfish Sponsors
Alason Electrical Contractors, Inc. « An Optical Galleria
Bank of OC « C&R Electric » Fenwick Furnishings « FMB Laundry
Hook Optics « Hooper's Crab House « PKS & Company, P.A.
Premier Flooring Installation » Southern Glazers Wine & Spirits
Steen & Associates « Top Gun Watersports « The Windrow Group
Eastern Shore Marine Surveying & Consulting, LLC

info@ocmarlinclub.com
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A — DIGITAL XRAY SYSTEMS
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rar « On-Site & Remote
£ "

24/7/365 Support
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« Highly Trained and \
Certified Field Engineers

- . » Customized Turnkey
I e ™~ g . T o Solutions
» OEC C-Arm Experts

. P -
3 _{““ﬁi EHE EISHIMGJ c:@ Il - 1SO 9001-2015 Certified
) SINCE 1916

% Specializing in hospital, imaging center, orthopedic
and urgent care Digital X-Ray, PACS, C-Arms, MRI, CT
Berlln Brun‘h and other diagnostic imaging modalities

410.641.2228 e 800.333.5643

bankofoceancity.com o[l || ED.COM
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A SPONSOR OF THE OCEAN CITY TUNA TOURNAMENT

Shop With Us

on the docks at Micky Fins
July 10-13 during weigh-ins

= AL

L2t [ace
e JEWELERS

PARK PLACE PLAZA
Rt. 50 | W. Ocean City, MD 410.213.9220

BOARDWALK
Between 2nd & 3rd Streets
Ocean City, MD 410.289.6500

ParkPlaceJewelers.com :
M-CLIP
@ @ FREWIUE SONEY CLIFL A ACCESLOBIES

Phease be advised thal Park Place Jewslens is WOT an suthoried Rafex® US.A deater and bas nio afflistion with the manufscturer.
M only deals in pre-tewied Rodex® wabthes, AN brand names and trademarks are-ihe praperty ol their respective ownes and are used Tor idenlification purpeses anly.
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The Magician

As I approached Miami
International Airport, I reflected
on my first trip to the Galapagos.
It was 2009, and I had just
visited a place I would fall in
love with. I had caught my first
fish on a fly —a beautiful striped
marlin. I swam with turtles and
hammerhead sharks. Sea lions
befriended me and followed
me around while snorkeling.
I caught a 2 Ib. wahoo—the
proverbial wehoo. What an
amazing trip. Now, just a two-
hour layover in Miami and then
home.

Uh oh. I misread my ticket. I
have a nine-hour layover. I'm
not getting a hotel for just a few
hours! Who can I call to take me
fishing?

After making a few calls, a friend
set me up with a guy who told
me to meet him at a bar called
Mo Bar & Lounge. He would
take me tarpon fishing all night
and have me back at the airport
in time to catch my flight. Well,
this layover mistake just got
exciting.

We sped out of the inlet, made
a quick left, and stopped. My
guide’s name was Russell
Kleppinger. I'd never heard of
him, butIwas grateful. Iwouldn’t
be spending a few hours in an

bl L1 T e

overpriced hotel—and maybe
I'd catch my first tarpon. He
was a good dude, and the only
evidence of his confidence came
when I told him I'd never caught
a tarpon. He smiled and said,
“We're about to fix that.”

Fifteen minutes into the
evening, a freight train ate my
bait. The silver king took to the
air. I don’t know if it was my
imagination or if I really saw
the moonlight reflect off those
metallic, plate-sized scales—
but that fish glowed like shiny
sequins. Russell grabbed the
leader, plucked off a scale, cut
off a piece of fin, and stuck it in
a saline-filled vial. He snapped
a few photos, stood up, and
said, “Now that that’s outta the
way, let me tell you about these
prehistoric, majestic creatures.”

I learned more about tarpon in
the next twenty minutes than I
ever knew, and the dissertation
would have continued had
another hungry tarpon not
interrupted us—over and over
and over again. At one point,
as my semi-light action rod
was doubled over and a second
reel started screaming, Russell
let out a big belly laugh and
yelled out, “Hey all you folks on
Collins Avenue, the real party
is out here! You wanna dance?
Come dance with the king of

DESTINATI/ON FISH H

the shorehne' Because the real
party is right out here! Billy, why
aren’t you out on Collins Ave
now, checking out the Latinas?”

I sheepishly answered, as if I
were on the other end of the line
with Jerry Maguire, “Because
the real party is out here?”

“That’s right, Billy!” Now we
had three tarpon jumping,
moonlight shimmering off their
scales, Latin music carrying
out to meet us from all the bars
along the strip, and this dude
I'd met an hour ago screaming,
“Because the real party is out
here!” We released all three fish
and then set up to do it again.
We released thirteen tarpon that
night, ranging from 25 lbs. to
well over 100.

That was my introduction to
tarpon fishing—and to Captain
Russell Kleppinger. For the next
sixteen years, I've been trying
to screw up flights just to spend
another evening with “The
Tarponator.” I've followed the
tarpon north to Haulover Inlet

www.coastalfisherman.net
and south to Bahia Honda in the

Florida Keys. Russell follows
the tarpon. It's amazing—the
various techniques we’'ve used
according to the size of fish
we're targeting and the locations
we're fishing.

Up untilnow, I've used this space
to write about exotic locations
around the world to fish. But
this piece is about a guy who
follows the fish he’s obsessed
with. He studies tarpon. Those
little fin clips he took off my fish
that first night? They were for a
genetic sequencing study at the
University of Miami. He has
taught me more about a tarpon’s
eyeball than most guides will
ever know about the fish itself.

My favorite place to fish for
tarpon is in Marathon Key. The
technique there is completely
different from other locations
where we target tarpon. It's
even different depending on
whether we fish during the day
or at night. During the day, we
drift crabs while moored under
a bridge. When we hook up,
we release the mooring and
fight the tarpon away from the
bridge. At night, we hunt for
them wusing side-scan sonar,
then cast at the fish. His subtle
adjustments while fishing might
go unnoticed —except that he’s
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teaching us the entire time he’s
adjusting.

The bonus? We're fishing in the
Florida Keys. I love the laid-back
Keys vibe compared to the traffic
and expense of Miami. No matter
where I meet Russell, I know
he’s going to give maximum
effort, and we’ll fish at the best
possible time. How do you know
when a guide wants to catch fish
more than you do? When he tells
me, “Let’s meet at 11:00 p.m. and
fish till 3:00 a.m.” Why? Because
that's when they’ll be biting
tonight. One would think he’s
caught enough. Why not just do
the standard 7:00 p.m. to 11:00
p-m.? No, sir—we are fishing
the tide. “See you at 11:00!” We
caught eighteen that night.

One night, in between bites,
he was telling my friend Kim
Hermanowski and me about a
new technique he was working
on—catching swordfish on 20
Ib. line during the day. Kim
had never caught a swordfish
and really wanted one—but
she didn’t want to just push a

button; she wanted to hand-
crank a sword. We booked a
couple of days to try to get
Kim her sword. Kim is a cancer
survivor, but because of her
recovery medications, she has
substantially weakened. So the
thought of catching a sword on
a 20 Ilb. line was daunting —but
appealing.

The bonus was that part of
Russell’s  bait  presentation
involved using Squidnation
Otter Tails. On day two, Kim got
the bite. What a thrill it was to
watch her hand-crank a small
sword to the boat for a perfect
release —her first swordfish, on
a Squidnation product, using
a new method that Russell
developed. The trifecta of a
special fish!

Russell is for hire, but I'd
suggest you book early during
his high season. He tends to
tarpon fish from Haulover
Inlet to Government Cut from
October to early April. Then he
moves to Marathon Key from
early April until the end of May.
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For swordfishing, he prefers the
calmer fall waters. If peacock
bass or snook are on your bucket
list, give him a call as well.

Now... How can I screw up my

next layover?

Russell

can be
reached at (786) 290-3474 or on
Facebook and Instagram.

Kleppinger

Available
in Local
Tackle Shops
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FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES
NON ETHENOL GAS
| ‘;L | FUEL - GAS & DIESEL - BOAT RAMP
: | S  BAIT &TACKLE (LIVE, FRESH & FROZEN)
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2025 OURNAMENTS

32nd Annual 20TH Annual

Capt. Steve Harman's
Poor Girls Open '.’:'3“.'.'.‘32,"

AUGUST 14-16 SEPTEMBER 7

410-289-7438  @®

BahiaMarina.com ¢¢¢¢ fish@bahiamarina.com
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54' Chesapeake
Capt. Buddy Whetzel 301-325-0420

50' Custom Carolina
Capt. Dale Lisi 443-397-8455

48’ Ocean Yacht
Capt. Robert Grimes 443-864-7681

28’ Parker
Capt. Dave Caffrey 410-251-9645

48" Ocean
Capt. Steve Martin 732-735-0922

Capts. Dean Metcalfe 717-404-3331
& Nick Skidmore 717-615-0644

31 Hampage
Capt. Mike Hutchins 443-871-7354

8am Daily
Departure

Call us for
Schedule &

Pricing

e T

. FOLLOWINGISEAS™™ ,...

GUIDE! SERVICE

A WEEK!
| 8:00AM - 11:00AM
12:00PM - 3:00PM
| 4:00PM - 7:00PM

BAHIAMARINA.COM - FISHOBAHIAMARINA.COM ¢ 410.289.7438
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Jimmy Knepp III from
Doylestown, PA caught this 28” Gator Blue Fish. Jimmy was us-

“Reel Easy”,

-l—..-l

ing a green machine while trolling at the Jack Spot.

h.ﬁ”m ) @y _&u@f
TIDES & MOON PHASES

WED. JULY 16

THUR. JULY 17

Third Quarter

FRI. JULY 18

SAT. JULY 19

SUN. JULY 20

MON. JULY 21

TUE. JULY 22

WED. JULY 23

High 12:17 am
High 12:50 pm

High 01:04 am
High 01:47 pm

High 01:56 am
High 02:51 pm

High 02:56 am
High 04:00 pm

High 03:59 am
High 05:07 pm

High 05:02 am
High 06:12 pm

High 06:03 am
High 07:13 am

High 07:03 am
High 08:10 pm

Low 06:27 am
Low 06:54 pm

Low 07:15 am
Low 07:57 pm

Low 08:06 am
Low 09:03 pm

Low 09:00 am
Low 10:11 pm

Low 09:58 am
Low 11:18 pm

Low 10:59 am
Low ——eeeeeeeeee

Low 12:22 am
Low 12:01 pm

Low 01:19 am
Low 12:59 pm

source: usharbors.com

Add 1.5 hours for bay tides at the Rt. 50 Bridge.
Indian River Inlet - add 25 minutes to high tide

Delaware Bay Entrance - subtract 1 hour 25 minutes to high tide
- subtract 45 minutes to low tide

Wachapreague, VA - add 4 minutes for high tide - 21 minutes for low tide

Quinby Inlet, VA - subtract 6 minutes for high tide

These tides are only meant to be a guide, as tides can be affected by storms and weather fronts,

www.coastalfisherman.net

Dan Austill, of Reading, PA, was fishing with his father, Mike, when he
landed this flounder. His catch measured 21” and weighed in at 3 Ibs., 5
oz. They were fishing at the Rt. 50 Bridge using minnows.

{(ROBALO

Robalo & Chaparral Boat Sales * Marine Repairs = Certified Technicians
* In/Out Rack Storage Facility - Dockage & Gas * Boat & Trailer Storage
+ Boat Rentals * Boat Hauling * Indoor & Outdoor Winter Storage
» Dometic & Vacuflush Dealer

66th St.- Ocean City  www.advancedmarina.com 410-723-2124
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“Foolish Pleasures” with some tunas on the docks at Bahia Marina. Captain Dale Lisi reported that the tunas were tough to keep on

the line but they managed to hold on to a few.

Mary Harshman caught this 20.5” flounder on a pink 4” mullet
gulp bain in a % ounce jig head last night in West OC, which she
followed up with a 172" using the same bate on the very next cast!

MARINE CENTER

SEAFORD,"DE 30Z2=404 5471
CEDARCREERMARLNE B NT LA

20676 Sussex Hicawar-on Rr. 13

SURET

D @VANAHA

OUTIBOARDS)
2.3+83Y 7
IN STOCK NOW!

\ktc "‘-*\.t

Yamoho 5 5tor

QFFSHORE

SAVEuPTO 510&00

G HEAT IO CATION S IRV ESY QU NN IS EAT ORD BT ILEORD!
100 Marina Lane » Slaughter Beach, DE "On The Delaware Bay”

“ Berving the Chesapeake Bay to the Beach!” =

. ...,m CEDAR CREEK MARINA 302.422.2040

cedarcreekmarina.com
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The Lowry Family did some deep dropping and were rewarded with these blue line and golden tilefish. Their catch included three
citation sized fish up to 19 Ibs. Nice work everyone!

- IMARYLAND REGULATIONS

ELACK SEA BASS
13" minimum / 15 per person/day
May 15 - September 30
October 10 - December 31

CROAKER
2 minimum
25 per person/day

STRIPED BASS
2811
Less than 3 miles from shore
1 per person/day

BLUEFISH
8" minimum
3 per person/day or
5 per person/day Charter

RED DRUM
18-27" minimum
1 per person/day

SUMMER FLOUNDER
4 per person/day
1M1 -5/31 - 16"
&M -12/31 -17.5"

BLACK DRUM
16" minimum
1 par person/day up to & per boat/day

SHEEPSHEAD

4 per person/day
12" minimum

ko k

TAUTOG
16" minimum
4 per person/day 1/1 - 5/15
2 per personfday 7/1 - 10/31
4 per person/day 11/1-12/31

COEBIA
43" minirmum
1 per person/day &/15 - 9/20
Boat limit 2 for up to 2 anglers

S

SPECKLED TROUT

14" minimum
4 per person/day

WEAKFISH
13" minimum
1 per person/day

eregulations.com
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OPTICS

EMBRACE ADVENTURE

CREATED BY

tical

GALLERIA
eyesandart.net

QUALITY IS COMMITMENT
CALL 410.390.3924 TO SCHEDULE
YOUR EYE EXAM TODAY
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by Steve Katz

When Bilge Pumps Matter
Most: The Unsung Heroes

Of Boat Safety

Bilge pumps might not be
the most glamorous piece of
marine equipment, but when
things go wrong on the water,
they can make the difference
between a safe return and a
sinking ship.

Often overlooked until an
emergency strikes, these
pumps are a frequent source
of service calls for marine
technicians. Understanding
how they work—and what
they're designed for—is
critical knowledge for every
boat owner and captain.

Keeping Water Out... Or At
Least Under Control

The American Boat and Yacht
Council (ABYC) defines
a standard electric bilge
pump as one “intended for
control of spray, rainwater,
and normal accumulation
of water due to seepage and
spillage.”

In other words, bilge pumps
aren’t designed for full-on
damage control—but they
are often the first line of
defense when water gets
where it shouldn’t.

A typical bilge system
includes three parts: the
pump, the  plumbing,
and the electrical wiring.
When properly installed
and maintained, these
components can quietly and
reliably manage everyday

LOGO DESIGN - CUSTOM BOAT LINE DRAWINGS
APPAREL + HAT DESIGN - VINYL DIE-CUT STICKERS

BUSINESS CARDS -
MARKETING + MORE

Daina Behe
848-459-8738 (call or text]

RACK CARDS

EI

"' -.:. helln@dBandEmktg com
vl www.46and2mktg.com

water intrusion.
A Matter of Flow

The danger of water intrusion
increases dramatically
depending on how far below
the waterline the breach
occurs.

For example, a one-inch
hole just one foot below the
waterline can allow 1,500
gallons of seawater to flood
into a vessel per hour. A two-
inch hole at two feet depth?
That jumps to over 6,000
gallons per hour, according
to “US. Navy Salvor’s
Handbook”

Compare that with a popular

electric pump, like the Rule
1500. Though rated for
1,500 gallons per hour in
ideal conditions, real-world
performance drops once you
account for discharge hoses,
elevation, and low battery
voltage.

So while bilge pumps are
excellent for controlling
everyday water—from rain,
spray, or a minor drip—
they’re not capable of
keeping up with a major hull
breach.

Choosing the Right Pump

There’s no one-size-fits-all
solution. The right setup
depends on the boat’s
design, the number and size
of compartments, and the
likely sources of water.

Mostboatsrely onsubmersible
centrifugal pumps, which

SUBMERSIBLE
CENTRIFUGAL
BILGE PUMP

When Bilge Pumps
Matter Most

SPRAY OR RAINWATER

AUTOMATIC FLIOT

DISCHARGE HOSE

AUTOMATIC
FLOAT SWITCH

SWITCH




are inexpensive and efficient.
They sit low in the bilge
and pump water out when
triggered by a float switch or
manual command. However,
they do require a small
amount of standing water to
operate.

Diaphragm pumps offer a
different approach. Mounted
remotely with a hose that
reaches the bilge, they can
pump nearly dry—but tend
to be more susceptible to
clogging, and installation is
more complex.

In rare cases, boats may also
use impeller-driven pumps
or manual pumps as backups.
These offer strong suction
but often require more care
and regular maintenance.

Installation and Upkeep

Like any system on board, a
bilge pump setup is only as

hoses should be as straight
and smooth as possible.
Fuses or breakers need to be
installed close to the battery,
and all wiring should be
marine-grade.

And don’t forget the
switches —install automatic
float switches, but also
provide manual controls at
the helm in case something
fails.

Regular testing is critical.
A monthly checkup can
catch clogs, low voltage, or
mechanical wear before they
become a problem.

A Quiet Guardian Below
Deck

Bilge pumps may not get
much attention until they’re
needed —but when they are,
they’re the quiet heroes of
the hull.

Make them part of your
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Jay Betz from York, PA was fishing the West Channel when he

) ) o caught this 22” flounder using a gulp and minnow combo. Jay
Pumps should be placed in and know their limits. 4 fishing with his dad, Dan Betz, on the “Rev-Er-Up”.

good as its installation. : .
regular maintenance routine,

the lowest part of each bilge Because when the water
compartment, where water starts rising, you'll be glad
naturally collects. Discharge your bilge system is ready to

gO, o= PARTS » SALES + SERVICE
e S * REPOWER

410-213-798

edwardsmari ne@comeast et Ak

Newly Renovateq
arts Dept.

to Better Serve

our Customersl

LUGGER

KOHLER T ,
GENERAIORS  ONON  Heress

410.213.7986 or 443.783.8288

) ﬁ Email us at edwardsmarine@comcast net
OATINGg

F’ .
R
oC POWDER C 12741 Sunset Ave. « West Ocean City, MD 21842
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There's nothing in Ocean City designed like these new Boat Houses located steps away
from Sunset Marina. PERFECT for traveling sportfishing teams or young families that need
private rooms. Crew accommodations over the two-car garage make these the ultimate
Boat Houses for your time at Sunset Marina and the world class fishing in Ocean City.

HARHORCOURT

represented by
Monogram Realty, Inc | Kathleen M. Clark, Broker/Owner
410-213-1099 | kclark@monogrambuilders.com

NATIONAL
m ASSOCIATION of
REALTORS*

REALTOR

ECUAL HOUSING e e H
CPPORTUNITY [.?fﬁ{'!{.’.l‘l Uf‘ﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂ
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Raymond Young used a bucktail to hook this 57.5” 63 Ibs. cobia as

it cruised past his boat while bottom fishing. Raymond takes the \14ri0 Marisa of Johnstown, PA reeled in the 20”7, 20.5”, and 21”
lead on the heaviest fish of the season for cobia. Flounder using Minnows with gulp at the OC inlet.

MAKE' THAT PHOTO A’ KEEPER!

Here are some Great Tips to submit a Quality Photo of your Gatch!

* Have the angler(s) face into the sun to minimize shadows

Make sure the side of the fish is facing flat towards the camera

When using a cell phone, make sure you send photos at the largest setting possible
SHOOT VERTICAL PHOTOS! (UP & DOWN FORMAT IS BEST, NOT SIDEWAYS)
Be sure to SMILE g Stone faces are bad luck for future fishing trips!

gew Message

" coastalfisherman@
et My Fish Photo & Inf0

| Or call us at the office and
womsmemseer™ | we'll come take your photo!

and e sure o
tate
name, town & 518
« Angler full ; of others in pRot0 A o

+ Names and' 1o h

; or length of 1i8
- ‘;Z.;E?Eidi%d & location of cateh AS ALWAYS, WE DO OUR BEST T0 RUN THE PICTURES WE RECEIVE;

¢ boak, if 4Ny HOWEVER, WE ARE SOMETIMES UNABLE TO RUN ALL OF THE PIGTURES
» Name O 1

comcast.net

DUE TO SPACE RESTRICTIONS AND OTHER CIRCUMSTANGES.

m Ay o088 QN | Email us at coastalfisherman@comcast.net
and be sure to follow this format!
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Peyton Elder and Richard Hoenes (both from Baltimore, MD) managed to work their day jobs then find some inshore Mahi
on a late afternoon troll. The pair were using ballyhoo rigged behind sea witch lures.

FUEL UP, grab some BAIT
and FISH ON!

ANY

OC FUEL 247

at Harbour Island

i i\l
Fuct VA

Non-Ethanol Gas & Low Sulfur Diesel

24 Hour Service For Larger Orders

(410) 289-3835

OC Fuel 247 at Harbour lsland f
14th Street & the Bay
FUEL DOCK OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

$.05 OFF FREE

EACH GALLON OF GAS OR DIESEL 7LB BAG OF ICE WITH GAS OR
i DIESEL PURCHASE

S o
ros 1015725

Want to connect with

Tourists, Summer Residents
& Locals at the same time?

The Coastal Fisherman
offers this reach with its
unigue platform to gain new
customers by utilizing @
combination of large
format pictures and coastal
lifestyle content.

GUASTAL?
IcuEnRmaN

II
Eiu '1m-zq :
: tb‘i“}?&‘r:l -

AT

Call us at 410.213.2200 to learn more about
what the Coastal Fisherman can do for your business!
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‘SiriusXM put
us on this
897 Ib winner.

Capt. Paul Menzi
Ocean City, MD

/!'//f/r /'/;.rx ere UNeere '95.

CELEBRATING §1& YEARS

! FISH BLoe Mﬂ'{?f_h\’ f
WEIGHT 007/, /3¢
AHELER]_PH_CEBmeficEE.

BOAT STQNE Cu?'i" ER

“It was a tough tournament weatherwise. We used both
current and wave direction and recommended fishing areas
to determine where we'd fish all three days of the tournament.
On the second day, we hooked this winner around noon.
Thanks again to SiriusXM Marine and Fish Mapping.”

Capt. Paul Menzi, Winner of the 2024 White Marlin Open Tournament

ey
%dﬂSH Learn more at siriusxm.com/fishmapping or scan the QR code ﬁ EI
MAPPING’ to watch how George uses the SiriusXM Fish Mapping service.

IMPORTANT INFORMATICN: The SirkusXM Service may include traffic, weather and other content and emergency alest information and data, Such infarmation and data Is nod for "safety for ie,” but Is Fish Mapping does not
meraly supplemental and advisory In nature, and therafore cannod be reliad upon as safely critical in connection with any alrcraft, sea craft, automodbile, or any other usage. SarluskM ks not msgl:ns-qhh guarantee finding fish.
fiar @y ermors-of Inaccuraches i tho data senvices or thelr use. Service nod avallabs in AK or HL

2 2025 Sirius XM Radio LLC. SirlusXM and al rolated logos ada trademarks of Sirus XM Radio LLC. and its respeciive Subsidiaies. AR rights reserved, Photo coodit: Paul Meszi
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Caleb Coghill from New Oxford, PA caught these 22” and 20”
flounder on gulp at the African Queen wreck while fishing on

“Something’s Fishy”.

Nnows.

www.coastalfisherman.net

Lamont Hilbert had a great day in Back Bay with these 3
keepers and lots of throw backs caught on gulp and min-

ADVANCED MARINA

122 bty Streed
Goean Ciy, MD 11841
#10-TI3-T124

advancedmaring.com

5 YEAR LIMITED WAR

So0 Suruki Li

nr lnpal
1l W7

ALL STAR MARINE

2634 Holy Mack Boad
Esses, MD 212
&10-574-8281

alistaronline.com

uzuki

DANNY'S MARINE

559 Chateau Drive { RL 50
[East New Morket, MD 21631
4102280254

dannysmarine,com

ators sold and delivered to the
57 loge, and Suzukl medel and produs

horized DEHIEl‘ShI]]S
SANDPIPER MARINE

21550 Tayior Rood
Accomac, VA 255010
T57-T47-TT63

sandpipermarine.net

urchaser, for pla;
8% arg Surukl Trademarks o

SHORT'S MARINE

32415 Long Neck Rd
Millsboen, DE 19946
S02-945-1200

shartsmarine.com
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This family had a great day aboard the “Ocean Princess”, which has been having a great season of fishing so far, saying that they have
had a string of successful trips and that there’s also been no shortage of action, thanks to the steady presence of undersized sea bass
keeping anglers busy throughout the day.

Best Prices in the Areal

Great Customer Service & Knowledgeable Staff,
Over 3,000 Wines

&7T00 Beers In Stock!

Temperasture Controlled Wine Vault & 10% Off
Casas On Our Already Low Wine Prices.

Professional Beverage
Planning for Weddings,
Parties & Special Occasions
Online Shopping

Always Tax-Free!

WINTER HOU
Mo »

7 “F ey -r.n-u.-un'u'-

38074 Tawn Center Dr. < Millvilie DE

- L F |y "
T Y. i r Salt Pond - Bethany Beach
Y Kally's Cutdoors - Milliboro
- - '
- ! Short’s Marine - Long Meck
- [ - .

ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS:

Midway - Coastal Hwy Rt. 1

These two young anglers had a blast aboard the Miss Kathleen, each ARk Cinp lerivite - g
L Y & ang I R . . nanhswlnesa“ﬂsnlr“s‘cnm : lce & Filtered Water
reeling in a catch to remember! Big smiles, great memories, and plenty 4775798 & ¥ b available 24/71

of fish tales to tell! S 3 L Lowest prices around.
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7-year-old Jackson Radke reeled in this 3ft Hammerhead Shark with the
help of his Grandpa Ron Radke using live minnows on a deadly tack-
le double trouble pink at Kelly’s Reef. Jackson and Ron are both from
Ocean Pines, MD, and were fishing on “Ron’s World”. After taking this
picture, the hammerhead was released back into the ocean.

- www.coastalfisherman.net

NOTICE
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Stephen Decatur Mlddle School honor student Joni Michalski from
Ocean City is seen holding this 23.5” flounder caught by her father
Captain Jeremy Michalski on the “Bound and Determined”. This
flounder was caught at Russel’s Reef on strip bait.

%

Atlantic Spadefish
Black Drum

Black Sea Bass
Bluefish

Blue Marlin*
Cobia

Croaker

Dolphin

Flounder

Golden Tilefish
Kingfish (Northern Whiting)
King Mackerel
Red Drum*
Sailfish*
Sheepshead

Spanish Mackerel
Speckled Trout
Striped Bass
Tautog

ARYLAND . DELAWARE . VIRGINIA

CITATION SIZES

2 4;.
48"
20"
34"

Any Size
44"
18"
45"
24"
35"
14"
40"
36"

Any Size
20"
22"
24"
40"
24"

DE %k

50 Ibs. or 45"
3 lbs. or 17"

12 Ibs. or 29"

Any Size

45 Lbs. or 48"
3 lbs. or 19"

15 lbs. or 41"
7 Ibs. or 25"

35 Ibs. or 40"
11b. or 13"

10 Ibs. or 26"

45"

8 lbs. or 22"
5 Ibs. or 22"
44"

7 Ibs. or 25"

VA
22" or 8 Ibs.
80 lbs. or 46"
5 Ibs.

16 Ibs. or 36"
Any Size
55 Ibs. or 50"
3 Ibs. or 20"
25 Ibs.

6 Ibs. or 26"
30 Ibs.
1.5 Ib. or 16"
20 Ibs.
46"

Any Size
10 Ibs. or 24"
4 Ibs. or 26"
5 Ibs. or 24"
44"

9 Ibs. or 23"

Wahoo
Weakfish
White Marlin*

SHARK:

Blue Shark*
Hammerhead*
Thresher*
Tiger*
Swordfish

TUNA:

Longfin Albacore
False Albacore
Bigeye***
Bluefin***
Yellowfin***

ﬁnl!
24"
Any Size

Any Size
Any Size
54"
Any Size
Any Size

36"
24"
60"
557
50"

DE **
20 Ibs. or 50"

3 |bs. or 20"
Any Size

100 Ibs. or 66"
100 Ibs. or 66"
100 lbs. or 66"
100 Ibs. or 66"
Any Size

30 Ib. or 32"
12 Ibs. or 26"
70 Ibs. or 48"
100 Ibs. or 60"
70 Ibs. or 48"

VA
35 Ibs.

3n.ﬂ'
Any Size

T2
127
12"
72"
100 Ibs.

40 Ibs.
32"
70 lbs.
100 Ibs. or 60"
70 Ibs.

* Only released fish are eligible in Maryland program
** DE - Lengths only apply to Live Release
*** Use curved-fork-length measurements

eregulations.com
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UPCOMING
TOURNAMENTS

JULY

Jimmy Johnson’s Atlantic City “Quest for the Ring”
July 13-19 » Adantic City/Sunset Marina »
www.QuestfortheRingAC.com
21st Annual Marlin Club Kid’s Classic
July 19-20 « Ocean City Marlin Club « 410-213-1613
11th Annual HUK Big Fish Classic
July 25-27 « Talbot Street Pier » 410-213-0325
Cape May Marlin Tournament
July 24-27 « Cape May, NJ « 609-884-0177

Will Schindler and Richard Daiker caught these 6 floun-

der measuring up to 20.5” on bunker around the bridge.

www.coastalfisherman.net

Marlins for Mason
August 1-2 * Ocean City Fishing Center » 410-213-1613

17th Annual OCMC Franky Pettolina “Heels & Reels”
Tournament
August 1-2 » Ocean City Marlin Club + 410-213-1613

18th Annual Worcester County Chamber of Commerce Flounder
Tournament
August 2 * Ocean Pines Yacht Club « 410-641-5306

52nd Annual White Marlin Open
August 4-8 + Harbour Island Manna -« 410-289-9229
Paradise Grill Flounder Pounder
August 13-17 » Long Neck, DE * www.Flounder Pounder Open.com
32nd Annual Capt. Steve Harman Poor Girl’s Open

LocA“ons August 14-16 » Bahia Marina + 410-289-7438

The MidAtlantic
August 18-22 + Cape May, NJ & Ocean City, MD

TO SERVE ALL YOUR
BAIT & TACKLE NEEDS!

“LITTLE YELLOW SHACK”
1622 SAVANNAH ROAD, LEWES, DE
302.645.8106

“BIG YELLOW SHACK” For complete tournament coverage results, pick
18334 COASTAL HWY. LEWES. DE up the Coastal Fisherman every week from May

through September or go to our website at
e S email us at: www.coastalfisherman.net

jbizz555@gmail.com
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P YOUR CUSTOM & PRODUCTION
— SPORTFISH AUTHORITY

SBluewater

HACHT SALES

F

REGUVATOR

IN-STOCK
REGULATOR 35

YOUR BOAT HERE!
PUT BLUEWATER TO
WORK FOR YOU
i I-rllrlzpitl.ili-ﬂ-k Coll oo 301.91.330 Coll Today! 410.390.3043

BY YOUR SIDE
SINCE 1968

< A SABRE

ARRETTAAY ~ REGUPATOR ~ BACK COVE

410.390.3043 | BLUEWATERYACHTSALES.COM @» A SAFE HARBOR AFFILIATE
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Congratulations to angler Seth Price, who reeled in his first Delaware sheepshead of the season! Seth’s catch measured 17 2 inches.
He was kayak-fishing the Indian River Inlet.

SUPERIOR
FISHING BOATS

2. ll"' = e
/ TAVAY —— -
T \[\ B (/" \"?J ' = P —— : B OUR INVENTORY!

B EEEEIE

'-'.1-
\

302.94 32415 Long Neck Rd
WWW.SHORTSMARINE.COM Millsboro, DE, 19966
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38th Annual

OCERN CITY

TUNA TOURNAMENT
< SRESULTS ¥

‘Mﬂr'
SINGLE LARGEST TUNA

i in
4“"‘
Soey

1st- “Following Seas” 230 Ibs. $411,335
2nd - “Elizabeth Ann" 216.5Ibs.  $184,910
3rd - “Something Simple™ 175.5 Ibs. $61,500

HEAVIEST STRINGER WEIGHT

1st - “Fly’n Fish” 408 lbs. $357,460
2nd - “Sushi” 374 Ibs. $58,430
3rd - “Leslie Ann" 353 Ibs. $47,800
HEAVIEST MAHI
1st - “Hopper” 27 Ibs. $55,200
HEAVIEST WAHOO
1st - “Leslie Ann" 45 |bs. $130,320
TOP LADY ANGLER
1st - “Amarulla Sun” 46 |bs. $2,000
2nd - “Tidal Search” 43.5 Ibs. $1,500
3rd - “Take Em'" 41.5 Ibs. $750
TOP JUNIOR ANGLER
1st - “Something Simple”  175.5 Ibs. $1,000
2nd - “Absolut Pleasure” 51.5 Ibs. $750
3rd - “Godzilla" 42 |bs. $500
BOATS 40’ & UNDER
Single Heaviest Tuna - “Reel Moore” $24,300
Heaviest Stringer - “Charlie's Plunder” $24,300

BOATS 41’

Single Heaviest Tuna -
Heaviest Stringer -

- 33’

“Chain Reaction/Hooper"
“Leslie Ann"

Included In Total
Included In Total

BOATS 54’ & UP

Single Heaviest Tuna -
Heaviest Stringer -

Included In Total
Included In Total

“Following Seas”
“Fly'n Fish”

Total Prize Money

$1.,422, 270
2025 Boats Entered - 111

Boats Days Fished

Day 1 - 69 Day 2 - 72 Day 3 - 82

www.coastalfisherman.net
ARBORCOURT
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While fishing on the “Amarula Sun” from Tarpon Springs, FL,
Sharyn Craig was able to reel in these two Yellowfin, the heavi-
est of which (46lbs) placed her first in the Lady Angler category,
winning the crew $2,000

While fishing on the “Elizabeth Ann” out of Indian River Marina,
Angler Will Hall brought in this 69.25”, 216.5 Ibs Bluefin in the Wash-
ington Canyon using Ballyhoo, which was good for second place in
the Single Heaviest category, awarding them $184,910. Will was fish-
ing with Captain Jim Bunting, Mate Dylan Wiley, owner of the boat
Tom Healy, and friends Will Kennington, Tyler Tribbit, Ted Raberti,
Niko Digs, and Matt Mudry.
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Angler Charlie Carney was able to reel in this 27 1bs Dolphin while fishing on the “Hopper” out of the Ocean City Fishing Cen-
ter with Captain Nick Merrill and Mates Joey Collins and Derrick Donahue. This fish won the Heaviest Mahi Category, which
awarded the “Hopper” $55,200. The crew also brought in five these five tuna.

f & Visit us at Rtii3BoatSales.net - 302.436.1737

Gall Us TODAY!

to Inquire ahout Selling your Clean,
Late Model, Yamaha Powered Boat

2024 Pursuit $328 Sport 2023 Pursuit DC326 2023 Cobia 240 Center Console
Twin F300 Yamaha w/ 60 Hours, Twin Yamaha F300 w/ 66 Hours Twin F150XCA Yamaha w/ 44 Hours,

Trailers available if needed Yamaha Warranty Until 5/24/28 - No Trailer Included Mo Trailer Included but Trailers Available

L)

_'i : KTIIEIMM'-__"J;!’;-ﬁ_‘ = |"

! _;/.T____-— —=

| 2020 Pathfinder 2300 HPS 2023 Cobia 320 CenI::r Console

2020 Pursuit S288 Sport
Yamaha VF250 SHO w/617 Hours Twin Yamaha 425XTO w/ 55 Hours Twin Yamaha F300 w/ 117 Hours,
Ameratrail Trailer Included Yamaha Warranty Until 6/14/2031- No Trailer Included Tandem Axle Trailer Included




Page 70 Coastal Fisherman July 16, 2025 www.coastalfisherman.net
[} . ¥ i e N P T X | "
GDRTGAGE LINK }L‘;HI}{_]R_{.{}U_IH CABINFEVER oo ater ‘[ﬂ _

ANAMEN)
M‘Y‘ o
.@ﬁ'
a\ﬂﬂ
"™ FlynFien

¥ Date T=12=25

Captain Jake Boltz and Mate Bill Woods along with their crew on the “Fly’n Fish” from Virginia Beach, VA, placed first in
the Heaviest Stringer category with a total of 408 Ibs over their two days of fishing, winning the crew $357,460.
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Exclusive Distributor
PAKULA TACKLE

EVERYTHING EATS SQUID.

Match The Hotch Thinskinz Dewble Oredge

“Sushi”, from the Oregon Inlet, NC, placed in second in the Heaviest Stringer
category, winning them $58,430. Captain Charley Pereira, Mates Marcus Bur-
AVAILABLE IN YOUR ‘ CALL +1(410)-873-3782 nett and Anglers Hunter Kurtz, and Anglers Adam Volz, Riley Mccabe, Mi-

LOCAL TACKLE SHOPS

TO ORDER TODAY chael Dacre, Brian Bentz, and Mike Bundy were able to reel in a total of 374 lbs
of tuna during their two days of fishing.
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Angler Ben Connolly reeled in this impressive 175.5 lbs Bigeye tuna while fishing on “Something Simple” from Ocean City,
MD, with Captain Mike Cusimano and Mate Joe Vince Cusimano. This Bigeye was caught using Balyhoo in 78 degree wa-
ters, and won Ben the Junior Angler category, awarding the crew $1,500.

_-'—'ﬂ_y"' TS L
INTRINSIC

While fishing on the “Leslie Ann” from Ocean City, MD, Angler Allen Willey reeled in this nice 45 Ibs Wahoo. Due to there being no qualifying
Wahoo during last year’s tournament, the payout carried over to this year, which made this Wahoo worth $130,320! Also on the boat was Capt. Mark
Murphy, Mate Kyle Peet, and Anglers Mark Robbins, Todd Harrington, Mike Bradley, Hunter Hopkins, and Jonah Phen.
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While fishing on the “Tile Search” out of Fenwick Island, Angler Em-
ily Bracht reeled in this 43.5 1bs Yellowfin, which was good for 2nd
place in the Lady Angler category, winning the crew $1,500. Emily
was fishing with Captain Scott Hardy, Mate Eamon Gallaghor, ande
Terry Brokovich.

www.coastalfisherman.net
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Parker Moore caught these two nice Yellowfin while fishing on the “Abso-
lut Pleasure” out of Ocean City, MD. The haviest tuna, which weighed in
at 51.5 lbs, won Parker the Junior Angler category. This awarded the crew
$1,500. Also on the boat were Capt. Steve Moore, Mates Rich Hastings and
Scottie Peltus, Jamie Romero Jr, Jamie Romero Sr, Bill Sherman, Gary Thron,
Scott Peters, Parker More, and Matt Fogle.

M A S 5

Trrie

CUSTOMIZABLE
ELECTRONICS

TRIPLE LLEBROC
HELM CHAIRS

FORWARD SEATING
W/ REMOVABLE
BACK RESTS

CHILL PLATE IN
THE LEANING POST

PRIGE DRQP

EXTENDED COMNSOLE
COFFIN BOX W/
FORWARD SEATING

TRIPLE MERCURY
V10 400 VERADOS

o
Sy
L

399 000 5105 5!][]
SEA FOX 231 BAY FOX SCOUT 215 XSF

CALLUS TODAY TO EXPLORE OUR
BEACH BOATING HUB!
FROM SALES TO FULL-SERVICE,
WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED.

L. 410.705.6021
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WOULD LIKE.TO THANK THE TREMENDOUS GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS AND
SPONSORS THAT HADE THE 2025 EVEHT THE VERY BE

@m HUK @ cosTa e - Carter /
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T YEAR ¥ET!

THANK YOU TEAM ucEMLcl Tuuunu RNAHEﬁT
111 BOATS | $1,422,270 TOTAL PAY OUT

JOIN US JULY 9TH - 12TH, 2026 FOR NEXT YEAR'S TOURNAMENT!
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Ferrormance Fishing EDSTA
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<Sonth Florida

THANK YOU Durrie BoaArworks FOR SUPPLYING THE GENERATOR &
THANK YOU |EA=S3E=8| FOR PROVIDING THE AIR CONDIDTIONING UNDER THE TENT
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VIRGINIA °

FISHING REPORT :capt MattAbell @il

The rain is slowing so it’s time
to get going. The weather
should allow for a little more
cranking and we need to take
advantage of every chance we
get to cast a line that might
have a memory tugging on
the far end!

The azul of the Atlantic has
been the center stage for
Eastern Shore action. The
near shore wrecks and reefs,
like Blackfish Banks and
The Paramore reef, have
proved to be populated with
nice flounder just waiting
to be dipped up. The most
productive prescription for
positive floundering, includes
1.5 to 4 ounce jigs tipped with
5 to 6 inch gulp curly tail
baits in the colors of white,
chartreuse, pink, and orange.
Cutbait trailers like long strips

V|RG|

BLACK SEA BASS
13" minimum / 15 per person/day
May 15 - July 15
August 4 - December 31

CROAKER

MNe minimum
50 per person/day All Year

STRIPED BASS
28-31"
1 per person/day
1/1-3/31 & 5/16-12/

of squid and flounder belly are
also enticing offerings to lure
a fat filet into the frying pan.
These jigs are best twitched
over and around the structure
in a high frequency motion for
a waiting flounder to ambush.

While searching the near
shore reefs keep a lookout for
Cobia cruising amongst the
many submerged structures
that pepper the bottom off
the Eastern Shore Barrier
Islands. Once spotted, these
bullish brown brutes can be
tempted by casting a live eel
or brightly colored jig within
striking distance. And As
long as we are talking about
bullish fish, a big beautiful
bronze bunch of reds were
recently spotted just off the
Assateague beach. While gifts
like this are not common by

BLUEFISH
Mo minimum
3 per person/day or
5 per person/day headboat All Year

L ,_,,}’_. B
>

RED DRUM
18-26" minimum
3 per person/day All Year

FLOUNDER
4 per person/day All Year
1/1 - 5/31 - 16"
&/1-12/31 - 17.5"

far, be aware of the potential
possibility... it could be an
exciting experience that you
will never forget!!

The deep blue continues to
cooperate with comparatively
great pelagic pullage. Nearly
all the activity has been
confined to the canyons.
Tuna and mahi have made up
the bulk of the rod bending
battles. Anglers have trolled
sidewinders, daisy chains,
and skirted ballyhoo to tease
the tuna and mahi to the tip
of the gaff. Purple/ black,
pink/white along with the
ol standard blue/ white set
the stage for a super charged
struggle over the transom.

The sounds have been a
little quieter as the summer
doldrums dominate the
Chesapeake chatter. However,

BLACK DRUM
16" minimum
1 per persen/day All Year

SHEEPSHEAD
Mo minimum
4 per parson/day All Year

TAUTOG
16" minimum
4 per person/day
1/1-5M15 & 7M1-12/31

www.coastalfisherman.net
with the cloudy sunrises,
the early morning bite holds
strong with specs and rock
surprising  anglers  with
strikes on the surface that
satisfy like a cool breeze
just before a thunderstorm.
Surface walking lures like the
Lonely Angler and Rapala
Skitterwalks have given a “
spec” of hope to anglers who
had previously thought that
our troubled shallows were
in metaphorical as well as
lateral “ hot water “. While
you cruise the Chesapeake
keep a weather eye out for
opportunities like shoaled
reds and blues. All of which
are prevalent and could
provide a perfect addition to
an already great time.

Yes, the temperature may be
a little hot and the threat of
a thunderhead is sure to be
a bit unsettling. However,
don’t give up trying to enjoy
the great opportunities for
experiences that make us so
lucky to live in this wonderful
place that we call home!

NIA'REGULATIONS
" STATE WATERS ONLY |

COBIA
43" minimum / Only 1=50"
1 per person/day * 2 per boat/day
&5 - 9/20

SPECKLED TROUT

14" minimum
5 per person/day All Year
Only 1>24"

WEAKFISH
12" minimum
1 per person/day All Year

eregulations.com
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For more information, email us at:

iInNfonorthbay@comcast.net

302-436-4211 To Learn more about Godfrey Boats,
36543 Lighthouse Road Selbyville, DE 19975 visit our website ot NOrthbaymarina.com
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TournamentYachtSales.com

\TOURNAMENT scenewvacur(ss6.639.9222)
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Stove Hedrick Dave Shockliey ik
15869841 S61.262.6726 B50.974.5600

RENEGADE - 2022 56' Jarrett Bay 202258'F8S BIG BOOTY - 2006 61 Blackwell
Call Jimmy Fields Call Jimmy Fields Call Mark Pagano

-

.
201144 Gnringtnn by Conch Boatworks WOODCUTTER - 2000 56' Custom
Call Joe Crawford Carolina East Bay - Call Jeff James

it

o - - i I
iy ot “ﬁ PR
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2015 54' Wesmac PRODUCER - 2020 46' CTS Seahunter 2024 37° Regulator 201842 HCB
Call Austin Ensor Call Colton Cunningham Call Jimmy Fields Call Joe Crawford

il | i g 5 e

18599,0001 o, bt

# "F-. “

1985 47" Hines-Farley FULL CIRCLE - 1984 50° Buddy Davis  MEGABITE - 1984 41' Custom Carolina 2006 31' Yellowfin
Call Ronnie Fields Call Jeff James Call Jeff James I Chris Workmon

fra

2006 40’ Topaz Ex 1995 50' Viki 2014 37’ Grady White 2021 28’ Bennington
Call Terry Layton . ol

Call Austin Ensor Call Dawson Fields

2019 28’ Sportsman 2019 26 Cobia

2003 32 Regulator
Call Austin Ensor Call Terry Layton Call Colton Cunningham Call Jeff James

Ocean City, MD - Palm Beach, FL - Outer Banks, NC 0900
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